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Summer fun

A Camp Schwab service member helps an Okinawan child from Nago’s
Nagomi Home for Children put on a mask and snorkel during a beach party
on Camp Schwab June 21. Camp Schwab Marines and sailors invited 20
children, ages one to 17, from the home to share a fun day at Oura Wan
Beach. 6A21H. REHEMBLECHDFRELDEDICFY T -2
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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Okina_wa.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usme.mil/
Okina_wa. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the Web. The publication
can be viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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editors
note

ince its inception

in 2002, Big Circle

magazine has gone

through a number
of transitions. Now, it’s time
for another one. This time,
it’s more of a personal one
for me.

This current edition is
the 25th Big Circle and the
last one for me as its editor.
In July, I assume duties as
Camp Hansen’s community
relations specialist, replacing
Ms. Kochi, who retired at the
end of June.

As this is my last oppor-
tunity to address Big Circle
readers as the magazine’s
editor, I'd like to express my
sincere gratitude for your sup-
port over the past six years.

Through my work, I came
to realize how much I didn’t
know about the Marine
Corps, the U. S. military on
Okinawa, their activities here,
and their relationship with
the local community. I grew
up on Okinawa, but there was
still so much I didn’t know! It
was just like the proverb says:
“the lighthouse does not shine
on its base.”

Wanting to close the gap,
the Marine Corps launched
Big Circle, which is the first
and only entirely bilingual
magazine ever published
by the Marine Corps on
Okinawa.

When I started work as
editor, I sometimes felt as if
I was “groping in the dark,”

okinawa. mcbb.fct@usmc.mil

Editor bids farewell
with heartfelt thanks

as I struggled to understand
the Marine Corps and convey
what I learned to the people
of Okinawa. In fact, each
edition taught me new things.
However, I always focused on
what I believed my readers
expected, and in doing so I
hope that I was successful in
meeting your expectations.

It would not have been
possible to publish each and
every edition of Big Circle
without the enthusiastic sup-
port and cooperation of local
communities, the prefectural
government, and the Japanese
and U. S. governments. I want
to thank everyone concerned
and ask for your continued
support of the magazine.

Over the years, Big Circle
has received numerous let-
ters, e-mails and phone mes-
sages from readers around
the world. Because of limited
space in the magazine, we
could not print them all in the
“Reader Response.” However,
each comment provided us
with valuable feedback, which
I truly appreciate.

Though it’s with great sor-
row thatI leave Big Circle, I'll
be supporting it from Camp
Hansen, where I will continue
to work to build a bridge of
understanding between the
Marine Corps and the local
community. Thank you for
allowing me to share the past
six years with you!

Kaori Tanahara

Big Circle Editor
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Cpls. Cordell Laster, front left, and Jonathan Mchcker of Camp Schwab team up W|th
Takahito Ueshiro, back left, and Fumiya Sadoyama of the Okinawa National Technical
College to carry a tire found during annual Henoko Green Day clean-up April 29. 4H29H.
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JeffStrain, right, a staff member for the Environmental Branch, Facilities

. -3

Engineer Division, Marine Corps Base Camp Butler, shows Marines and sailors

pictures of Okinawa'’s scarce landfill space filled with garbage from Marine Corps installations during a Camp Kinser Safety Fair May 29. Environmental staff
often go to units, schools and offices to explain the importance of recycling. 5H29H([CF v+ 7 - F U —TiTONEREL7 27T, BEBESRNS HE
JXITHEORY LG WVEIMA—FICE>TOEIEEZRESEEREMF v 7 - NS —ERERHBRERBEED 27 - APVIEA. RIER
RT3, HLBEBEPEREIBIEALEEDIT. VA I IVDEBEMZEVTIVS Photos by Kaori Tanahara

Marine Corps Base enhances recycling program

Kaori Tanahara

ith Okinawa’s
landfills reach-
ing maximum
capacity, person-
nel on Marine Corps camps are
recycling more than ever to help
maintain the island’s environ-
ment.
Every day at the Marine
Corps Base Recycle Center
on Camp Foster, 22 American
and Japanese employees process
recyclable items collected from
all Marine Corps and Army
installations on Okinawa.
'The center processes recy-
clable items of both Japanese
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and American origin collected
from office buildings, retail and
recreational facilities and hous-
ing areas.

In 2007, more than 1,300
tons of recyclable items were
processed at the center. In the
past, most of the items would
have gone to a local landfill or
incinerator operated by a private
company, according to Kahoru
Takushi, the recycle director for
the Environmental Branch of
Marine Corps Base Facilities
Engineer Division.

“We've been recycling more
items than ever before,” Takushi
said. “Items such as paperboard
and milk cartons that were not

collected as recyclable items be-
fore are now properly processed
here and sold to local vendors
through an open bidding system.

Proceeds from recycling
sales are utilized to cover the
recycle center’s operational costs
including environmental, safety
and occupational health initia-
tives. Profits can be also used to
enhance the base morale, welfare
and recreation programs.

But there is much more
than profit margins driving the
recycle effort. Integrating the
recycling program into the base
environmental management
system (EMS) has s significant
effect on the program.

“We now see recycling from
an environmental point of view
and take more comprehensive
approach to it,” said Takushi.
”We continue to educate
ourselves and the public about
recycling and its importance to
the environment to enhance our
program.”

Current efforts include plac-
ing more receptacles for recy-
clable items in common areas,
such as shopping facilities and
barracks, making it easier for
Marines to get their recyclable
items into the system.

Though recycling is a
relatively easy task, the biggest
challenge is to get people to
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have recycling in mind all the
time, said Jeff Strain, a recycling
specialist who has been with the
base for 12 years.

To remind people of the
importance of recycling, the En-
vironmental Branch staff makes
regular outreach visits to schools,
units and offices on Marine
Corps installations. When doing
so, they emphasize ‘the 3Rs” of
recycling: reduce, reuse, and
recycle. This equates to reducing
use of disposable products, reus-
ing disposable products when
possible, and recycling to the
maximum extent possible.

“Constant education is the key
to ensuring the recycling program

www.okinawa.us mc.mil/Okina_wa

-

3t

e B AT CRSAC RN =3
<= OERMES T

ETN NS DR ol R
BT NGT — N 4N -\

EO A SHRNSMEXE
A G AN CHEF TR

PESOTE A&AS

A NTAITHRIITSN
FEEESTED

WREEROHEE o

B

FT
~
NS

W

)
(o

=
SO NANGH

[oebost S N
DS & E CRIREEZ >N
FEOVL R —W U

SOEEACNTESD SO
S res iR T — 5

UNFENE TSN

LRSS A AR SN
AFSRIEFS AR

B

RIS M ar N el < -\ F

o
=z

B
orF B
Py

TIIHIHC
RSO RIS R

NFSFENSHET S reevmp

D-SRUENES  SEDS
RIS R T S < A Qe T

HBEIATO  ASURSN
ANFCSZA>OFE | A

CHRERENSE RS\
HACHK HROAR

S
AN
e oM

FINREST
<

ST N T T

Nev D o B & e S TR
VT N CEERINC

N HRITUSE O A TS,
SN G OIS B
Nl AT A TSI A A

SNAFo
S CHBEISONMA [ COTEL
RIEIFSATTHE |,

is successful,” Strain said.

To help base officials better
understand where more recycling
is possible, the recycling center
recently surveyed the contents of
numerous trash containers and
dumpsters on Marine Corps in-
stallations. While at times dirty
and smelly, the work provided
the command with new infor-
mation on the extent to which
Marines and their commands are
properly segregating recyclables.

Based on the data, officials can
further improve the base recy-
cling rate by implementing more
innovative methods to ensure all
personnel to properly separate
their waste, Takushi said.

Marine Corps
— SRRV YA VA TR
Recycling Process
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Papers go into baler
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Plastics go into baler
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Japanese employees train for environmental compliance @2E:JANTEIS =

Kaori Tanahara

s a technician work-
ing at Camp Foster’s
electrical shop for more

than 40 years, Seifuku Yagi has
seen firsthand a striking change
in his shop’s environmental
awareness over the past decade.
He and his co-workers help
conserve energy by turning off
lights and other electric appli-
ances that are not in operation.
They also now separate their
waste like never before.

“We used to fill up the shop’s
trash cans quickly with all sorts
of garbage, now we bring our
own cups instead of using dis-
posable cups,” Yagi said.

Yagi, who is a foreman over-
seeing the shop’s 27 employees,
said the electricians became
more environmentally conscious
after completing training classes
provided by the Environmental
Branch, of the Marine Corps
Base’s Facilities Engineer Divi-
sion.

“Environmental training
made us all become more con-
scious about the environment,”
said Makoto Tha, who is in
charge of the shop’s environ-
mental compliance. “Not only in

Base employees
take a look into
the drainage
system on Camp
Foster during an
environmental

course June 26.
6A26HIC1TH
hf..!ainﬁﬂf**

i?bk,% PR

6 - SUMMER 2008 - Bic CiRcLE

‘ ‘ Big Circle Summer 08.indd 6-7

dealing with hazardous materi-
als such as gas and oil used for
air conditioning units, but other
things like recycling.”

The Marine Corps on
Okinawa provides environmen-
tal training for service members
and the civilian employees to
help comply with Marine Corps
Bases Japan’s environmental
orders and U.S. Forces Japan’s
Japan Environmental Govern-
ing Standards, all of which
aim to minimize the potential
environmental impact of U.S.
facilities, according to Noriko
Ohgi, training specialist for the
Environmental Branch.

Ohgi said that the course
is mandatory for employees
who handle or get exposed to
hazardous materials on regular
basis, including mechanics and
maintenance providers.

Employees first complete a
three-day course followed an-
nually by a one-day refresher
course.

More than 1,000 Japanese
employees and 500 American ci-
vilian and service members took
either the initial or refresher
course in 2007.

On June 26, during the last
day of a three-day course, Ohgi

took the class to the base motor
pool where students toured the
facility. The students learned
the proper use of oil dispos-
al containers, recycling bins
and storage areas for differ-
ent hazardous materials. They
also received instruction on
spill prevention and drainage
systems employed throughout
the Marine Corps facilities on
Okinawa.

After the tour, the class re-
viewed materials and methods
needed to properly respond to
different types of spills during a
demonstration by the Environ-
mental Support Team.

“The primary objective of the

course is to teach the employees

the importance of protecting
the environment,” said Ohgi.
“To do that, they need to under-
stand the base regulations and
comply with them as they carry
out their duties,” she explained.
“We all share the environment
- land, air and water - with our
surrounding communities. The
environment doesn’t stop at the
fence line. We need to constantly
be reminded of that.”

Yukio Tanaka, a course par-
ticipant, said the class raised his
awareness of the environment
and how he can act to protect it
through his own actions and by
encouraging others to be more
than bystanders in the environ-
mental effort.
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Christopher Zachary, chief of the envionmental support team, Environmental
Branch, MCB, demonstrates how to contain a damaged oil drum to
environmental compliance course participants June 26.
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Marine Corps Bases Japan Commanding General sets out the policy of the Marine Corps
Japan with respect to environmental protection and compliance for everyone to follow.
The above policy letter in Japanese was provided by the MCB Camp Butler Environmental
Branch after the English version signed by Lt. Gen. Richard Zilmer was issued in December
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U. S. Air Force

American divers help preserve local waters

Senior Airman Nestor Cruz
18th Wing Public Affairs

taff members work-
ing for the marina on
Kadena Air Base are
leading the way in pre-
serving Okinawa’s sea life.

The marina staff assigned to
the base’s 18th Force Support
Squadron launched the “Chura
Umi Coral Project” January 19
to promote the International
Year of the Reef and make a
positive contribution to the lo-
cal community.

“I met with the Marina staff
to see what we could do to help
promote the International Year
of the Reet]” said Ayako Kinjo,
18th FSS Outdoor Recreation
special projects director. “So
we partnered with Sea Seed, a
coral farming company, to help
replace some of the damaged
coral in our local area.”

® The project gives people the
chance to improve local waters
for future generations and
many American divers are tak-
ing part in the initiative.

“Our customers are donat-
ing their time and money for
this project,” said Charles Glas,
18th FSS Kadena Marina
staff instructor. “It’s a chance
to do something good for the
environment because, as divers,
we don’t want to see the reef
go away. That would mean less
diving in the future for us and
our children.”

Al U.S. military personnel
and their families are eligible

Dependents
from Kadena
Air Base,
Japan, search
for an area
to plant the
coral. MiiDE
HE I8 U /=35
ERTRFWHE

RS T4 7
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to participate in the coral reef
program. Divers of all certifica-
tion levels, snorkelers and even
non-divers have the opportu-
nity to contribute to the effort.

“We have several junior div-
ers and teenagers diving with
us and planting coral,” Glas
said. “You don’t even have to be
a diver to contribute. Non-div-
ers can buy the coral from Sea
Seed and we’ll have a diver
plant it for them.”

Coral planting is done over
the course of two dives on the
same trip. Each dive typically
lasts 40 minutes to an hour.
During the first dive, divers
find ideal planting locations.
During the second dive, coral
is secured in place and covered
with a protective metal cage.

“Our divers are good enough
so they can complete the
planting within one dive,” said
Kinjo. “But ideally it should be
done in two dives, so there’s no
rush.”

Planting has been done
mostly in the Chatan area,
Kinjo said.

“Sea Seed has done ex-
tensive research to determine
what coral we can plant based

“It’s a chance to
o something good
for the environment
because, as divers,
we don’t want to see
the reef go away. That
would mean less div-
ing in the future for us
and our children.”

Charles Glas
18th FSS Kadena Marina
staff instructor

on the indigenous coral in the
area,” she said. “Their goal is
to eventually extend to Itoman
and Yomitan.”

To participate in the pro-
gram, people purchase coral for
$35 and then pay a $15 diving
fee.

“The coral fee goes to Sea
Seed and the diving fee goes to
the boat captain for fuel,” said
Mr. Glas. “We’re not making a
profit with this project. This is
our chance to help beautify our
ocean.”

Certified dive masters ac-
company divers to assist with
standard boat dive operations
and all tools for coral plant-
ing are provided by the marina
staff.

“We really can’t do this
project without the help of our
volunteers,” Glas said.

The success of the project
is a joint effort of the marina
staff, Sea Seed and all the
American volunteers.

“Sea Seed’s slogan is ‘Coral
reef for the next generation,”
said Kinjo. “That’s the goal

we’re working toward.”
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U. S. Navy

Okinawan student
inspires U. S. service
members to clean up

Buckner Memorial

Clean-up volunters arrive at the General Buckner
Memorial May 24.5824H. |R#ICEIZ LNy
O F—RRESHOBREHRS T4 7
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U. S. service members maintain the ground of the General Buckner Memorial i s F{‘ EE 4 R S| 2,\
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MC2(SW) William Jenkins age.” General Buckner was _ ‘g : SN > %i&: %:
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Okinawa, Public Affairs general killed by enemy during Service members pose for a photo with Takashi Kinjo, an Itoman High School senior, 5 A248. RBHICHAINY I F—FFESHMOMNSRDE. REER3IFEDEBEETZIA (FRTER) & [ R g A S
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eventeen-year-old Ta- Kinjo, who is also a the U. S. military volunteers from all four branches on Okinawa joined his effort. 7 AE TR ) ;"'
kashi Kinjo, a local high  member of the Boy Scouts of
school student, is the America, first learned about all the dirt off the steps of the When asked what his plans T _ FWIELDOHMBREIALDOICEARFINT THICEE LB AN F—IcK ‘1
organizer of acleanup  Buckner in school and went memorial. were for maintaining the LIRS NEHTA ifZ2md "D f?é Egj mrEME 1 - £\ Lo “fc s yig> il g i JLRE T Ed- —
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Marine Corps helps rid Okinawa
of predatory mongoose on NTA

Kaori Tanahara

e subtropical rain for-
estin the northern part
of Okinawa, locally
known as Yanbaru, has

been the frontline of a desperate
battle against the mongoose for
the past several years. The area in-
cludes the Marine Corp’s Northern
Training Area, home to the Jungle
Warfare Training Center and a
sizable portion of Okinawa’s non-
native mongoose population.

The Mongoose was first
brought to southern Okinawa
nearly a century ago to rid the
island of noxious animals like the
venomous Habu. Soon however,
the Mongoose began breeding on
a large scale and, with no natural
enemies to stop it, moved into the northern areas
of the island. The mongoose began preying on
Okinawa’s diverse native and rare species includ-
ing the Okianwan Rail, locally known as Yanbaru
Kuina. The mongoose also became a threat to the
subtle balance maintained by the native forest’s
ecosystem.

“Many rare species and their habitat have been
protected due to the existence of Marine Corps
installations,” said Mitsugu Sugiyama, the natu-

More than 230 traps are set in
the red-colored locations. The
entire NTA is shown in yellow.
HEDERADILERIIERS T,
H<ESNI=EFRIC230L £
DEMHEHITFSh TS

ral resources specialist with the
= Environmental Branch, Facility
Engineer Division, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. “In particular,
the NTA has been contributing
significantly to protection of the
broad leaf subtropical forest and
wildlife inhabitants there. The
importance of the NTA quickly
becomes apparent when one com-
pares the vast agricultural fields
outside the installation and forest
inside the NTA.”

Unfortunately, the protected
forest also provides preferred habi-
tat for the mongoose.

To help preserve animals and
plants and their environment
within NTA, the Marine Corps
on Okinawa carries out its own projects, contract-
ing local professionals to monitor and capture
mongooses found inside the NTA, according to
Sugiyama.

According to Sugiyama, the first mongoose
monitoring survey was conducted in 2002. No
mongooses were found during the survey, but
in a survey completed the following year, results
showed that mongooses had indeed migrated
further north into Yanbaru, reaching the Marine
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training area in mea-
surable numbers. After
receiving the report,
the Marine Corps be-
gan a project to trap
mongooses within the
training area in 2006.
This project is ongoing
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and the Marine Corps
has invested more that
$98,000 in the envi-
ronmental program.

Sugiyama said that cooperation is key to the
effort as the mongoose problem cannot be ap-
proached differently inside and outside Marine
Corps installations. “Unless we cooperate with
the Okinawan and Japanese governments, the
problem won’t be solved. In trying to preserve
Okinawa’s rare species, it is indispensable that all
parties cooperate with each other in surveying and
sharing information,” he said.

Atsushi Kishimoto, Nature Protection Pro-
motion Section, Environmental Department,
Okinawa Prefecture, said that the prefecture’s
project to capture mongoose has been ongoing
since 2000, with the coverage extended to NTA.
“The Marine Corps has helped us continue our
project and provided entry permits for the facilities
to be surveyed.”

The effort of the Okinawa Prefecture and the
Marine Corps has resulted in 555 mongooses be-
ing removed from the NTA. The total number of
mongoose in the entire northern area is unknown,
but the Japanese and Okinawan governments
aim to terminate the existence of the species on
Okinawa by 2014.

“It makes me happy to see a mongoose caught
in a trap I set up,” said Makoto Iwasaki, who
has been working as a contractor for the Marine
Corps project since 2006. Iwasaki’s duty is to
set up more than 230 traps inside the NTA and
check them daily during designated trapping
periods. This year, the program began June 2 and
lasted for eight weeks. “It’s not an easy task, but
if we don’t do anything to remove the mongoose,
many of island’s unique creatures will disappear
from Okinawa.”

A mongoose that was
caught in the NTA June 11.
Photo by Makoto Iwasaki

<< Katsuhiro Yamashita, one of the Marine Corps
contractors, patrols his route June 9.6 A 9 H. it
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Green Day brings
community together

Lance Cpl. Tyler Hlavac

amp Schwab

Marines teamed

up with the

Henoko Senior
Citizens’ Association, the
staff of the Nago Multi-
media Center and students
from the Okinawa National
Technical College to clean
up and cut grass at Henoko’s
two beaches April 29.

The clean up took place on
Japan’s “Green Day” holiday at
Namera and Matsuda beaches
near the Henoko Port. Ap-
proximately 250 volunteers,
including Marines from 4th
Marine Regiment, 3rd Ma-
rine Division, participated in
the effort, which was orga-
nized by the Henoko Senior
Citizens Association.

Participants combed
a combined 800 meters of
shoreline, collecting more
than 100 bags of non-burn-
able garbage. Various types
of washed-up debris such as
large tires, fishing ropes and
buoys were also removed. The
volunteers then cut grass along

both beaches.

While Camp Schwab has
been part of this annual event
since 1996, it was the first
year that Henoko’s newer
neighbors at the Multimedia
Center and the Okinawa
National Technical College
participated, according to
Toshikatsu Shimabukuro,
chairman of the Senior Citi-
zens' Association.

For the Marines, partici-
pating in the cleanup was a
matter of demonstrating pride
in their community.

“As the 11th Residential
Section of Henoko, Camp
Schwab is more than just a
neighboring camp to a lo-
cal community,” said Sgt.
Maj Stacy. C. Lehfeldt, 4th
Marine Regimental sergeant
major. “We are part of this
community and take pride
in our relationship with the
people of Henoko and the bet-
terment of the environment."

The beach cleanup also
afforded the Marinesa chance
to get to know their Okinawan
neighbors on a more personal
level, said Pfc. Terry Davis, an

administration clerk assigned
to the 4th Marines.

"I really enjoy coming out
to events like this, practicing
my Japanese and getting to
know the community," Davis
said. "We definitely improved
our relations with the com-
munity and developed new
friendships as we helped keep
the community clean."

Sprucing up the beaches
also served as preparation for
nearly a century-old Henoko
tradition.

“Every year at the end of
May or beginning of June
at Matsuda beach, we hold
‘Hare, a traditional dragon
boat race that Henoko has been
hosting for almost 100 years,”
said Shimabukuro. “The clean
up this time of the yearis avery
important part of our prepara-
tion for the event.”

“T'd like to thank everyone
involved in the cleanup for
their efforts here today,” said
Shimabukuro. “Everyone out
here today is recognized as part
of the community and I hope
they all come back again to be
the part of our tradition.”

I
Okinawa National College student Masaru

yagi help

Y b % _ .
er ONC students and Camp Schwab Marines pile

up cut grass during the Henoko Green Day clean-up April 29. 45290, TEFHXIEGIDAE U DHERFESH.
HEENSESTIERERCF v 7 - a7 —TOBE SHNY RS =EEER LIFBDEFEI EHGE A
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Pfc. Terry Davis and a Henoko boy carry a bag of trash
during the Henoko Green Day clean-up April 29. 48
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People of the Henoko communlty including Camp Schwab service members cleaned neighborhoo
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Marines and sailors stationed on Camp Schwab and children from the Nagomi Home for Children play at Oura Wan Beach aboard Camp Schwab June 21. ¥+ > 7 - 227
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A boy from Nagomi
Home for Children
prepares to serve
as Pfc. Angel
Chavac, a motor
transportation
operator with
Combat Assault
Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division,
looks on during a
game of volleyball
June 21.6 B21H.
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Schwab Marines welcome children to day at beach

Lance Cpl. Tyler Hlavac

ore than 50 Ma-

rines and sailors

enjoyed a day

with 20 Japanese
childen from the Nagomi Nurs-
ing Home for Children at Oura
Wan Beach on Camp Schwab
June 21.

The beach visit was organized
to give Marines and sailors on
Camp Schwab a chance to spend
time with children from the
community, said Navy Lt. Peter

Dahlstrom, the chaplain for Com-
bat Assault Battalion, 3rd Marine
Division.

The children, ranging in age
from one to 17-years old, were
able to enjoy the afternoon at the
beach with the service members.
They ate hamburgers and hot dogs
off the grill, played sports such as
volleyball and soccer and swam in
the ocean.

“Everyone involved here was
excited about inviting the staff and
children to come out and enjoy our
beautiful beach,” Dahlstrom said.

“We originally asked for 25 volun-
teers, and more than 50 Marines
and sailors showed up.”

The time spent with the chil-
dren had a strong meaning for
some.

“This was important to me
because I grew up with only one
parent, and these kids have none,”
said Cpl. Josh Cascaneda, an air-
borne and air delivery specialist
with 3rd Reconnaissance Battal-
ion, 3rd Marine Division. “I hope
these kids think fondly of us when
they get older.”

Interacting with the Marines
and sailors is something the
children will remember for a
long time, said Norihide Agarie,
the director of the home.

“The children were very excited
to come here and had a great time,”
he said. “They see the Marines
and sailors as big brothers and
sisters for the day, and I don’t
think we could have asked for a
better interaction between our
two groups. This is going to be
one of the fondest memories these
children will have.”

3rd Medical Batallion

BIERABBES

donates hikes to Nagomi

Marines and sailors of Camp Hansen's 3rd Medical Battalion, 3d Marine Logistic
Group and children and staff of Nagomi Home for Children in Nago pose for a
photo June 12 after the battalion delivered 17 new bicycles and four new tricycles
to the home. The idea for the donation was brought forward by Petty Officer First
Class Michael D. Fisher (bottom row, fifth from the right), after he decided to
donate some money he saved to a charity for local children. When he learned that
Nagomi's 38 children were sharing only one bicycle, he passed the hat among his
fellow service members. Fisher raised enough money to buy all 21 bikes within
two hours. "It was such a great feeling to see the looks on the kids when we
brought the bikes," said Fisher. "It was the best thing I've ever done in my life!"
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representatives on each camp co-
ordinated with different units and
schools to make events both fun and
educational.”

Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma contributed to the
environmental promotion by
holding an air station-wide re-
cycling contest, which focused
on collecting plastic bottles that

While Futenma was collecting
recyclables, Camps Kinser and
Schwab hosted beach clean ups and
Camps Hansen and Lester spon-
sored installation clean ups.

Besides service members and
civilian workers, students at De-
partment of Defense Dependents
Schools across the island took part
in Earth Day events. At Camp

environmentally-themed songs
and poems.

“The assembly and variety
show were a great success,” said
Coubrough. “We had many dif-
ferent, creative performances and
activities. “Overall students became
a lot more aware about recycling
and the importance of keeping our
earth safe and clean.”

Bechtel Elementary School
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According to the Marine Corps League National 7R EIC. OohRah&MADHHEMNET

Headquarters website (WWW.mcleague.org), the
expression, which is unique to Marines, is spelled
in different ways, including Ooh-Rah, oorah and
urah. There are also several theories as to how the
term originated. One of the most widely accepted
explanations can be traced back to the Marines of
1st Amphibious Reconnaissance Company, Fleet
Marine Forces Pacific.

Sometime in the mid-fifties, the story goes,
while on a conditioning run, one of the “recon”
Marines imitated the sound of a submarine dive
horn. His expression, voiced as “AARUGHA,"

Marine Corps League National Headquar-
tersDI T 7YA MTkB &, BREBMFDO
NDFRIHZ. OohRah®oorah, urahii&, TDFR
fLiEIIHR 4T,

HEICBL THIEHH DKL O TIN, KFH¥
Rk B RESS 1 kBERAEEPRHICFIEL T
WEBEBENEMED/C LICHERT S &
WSBRBENTY.

1950 (. 785 UMMITRDEKIEICE
S TWE— ADERBEBED. BKBEICIES
TEHZAUTHEE LE, BoObstE T
Tl —Hy] EWSEELUS. ERBREIGRETR

7 ) Bechtel Elemenary
i School pupils show

their excitement after
making a pledge to
the environment.

became a part of the recon cadence and infiltrated [CERU AN SN, HESDFEEDO—HWELYEL
the Marine’s lexicon. Over time, the distinctive . BEET, [Py —Hiv] BESI T
sound “AARUGHA!" evolved into the shorter, WiETO~S57 9] NEEBEEITET,
simpler “Ooh-rah!” C DS, ERHREICFREL [9~57

BIEESELE While serving with the recon company Gunnery Eﬁt\ﬂ‘ﬁ&tjklc’) 53 ‘R-Yy0O
%, PRIEHE Sgt. in the late 1950s, John R. Massaro picked up 1%§§l)ﬂ\§_§'o 1&(2'9‘“/7‘4_ ITICHH
BRY PIVINER: the term “Ooh-Rah!” He took it with him when Ji%%%ﬂh@ilﬂ;ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁi&(:;ﬁ&ﬁt L Titk

DEED he went to serve as a drill instructor at the Drill tf UEgls. 188 LA ‘{Z k ?99T®€ﬂ

Photo courtesy of Instructor School at Marine Corps Recruit Depot S5ICT9~57v] Z2EA. EHICHESHS

Bechtel Elementary in San Diego. He passed it on to his students there ~FIRIEBANERA SNIEDBIHEEY EEDN
School and they, in turn, passed it on to their recruits. TWET,

Due to its relatively recent origins, it is less COEEDERISLEERELS. NMF LA
common for Marines who served in Vietnam or LFiDEEREICIEHEVRLENRTHEEA
earlier to be familiar with “Ooh-Rah!” However, M. TNLEOBERESDF+ U7 ZEL.
most post-Vietnam Marines will have heard and &<EHICL. ESRHETT.
used the expression many times throughout their I~57y] BESICELBE>=HDIF
careers. [Er! (HARERGIZHLIVTY) | T, F&

A shortened version of “Ooh-Rah!" can come ICEROEMSEYHLEXSHEN. KOS
out as a short, sharp, monosyllabic guttural grunt: Y FEDE I ICHZZET.

“Ep1” ACREEDIBYBICHCZAZEED. B

While it may not be much more than a grunt for EBXEICE > TR ETHEHRDHZHDTY
some, for Marines, Ooh-Rah means much more. It's 7 * Y WBEBETH S EADFUNAH S
an expression of their pride in being U.S. Marines. hTWB3HhHhsTY., (B) )

A

Camp Kinser

Marines clean up

the waterfront area
aboard their camp.
Fvo7, FoY—
HNDBE—HZFR
TERF v THE
DBEHES
Photo courtesy of
Environmental Branch,
FE, MCB Camp S. D.
Butler
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Having read articles in

your magazine, I have been
getting impressions of the U. S.
military which are significantly
different from what I get from
the media including television,
newspapers and radio. Volun-
teer activities by the personnel
belonging to the U. S. military at

educational institutions as well

periodically read Big Circle
placed at a public agency.

as various local communities are
something that had not been
reported by the media before.

I have been living in Okinawa
nearly 15 years and those new
images have been gradually
changing how I look at the U. S.
military. I hope that through Big

Circle, the people of Okinawa
and the U. S. military will fur-
ther cooperate in whatever areas
they can, while continuing their

friendship.

Rie Kinjo

Nabha City
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T ] Seaman Aaron Salsman with the

Camp Guard on Camp Hansen, high-
B fives a pupil at Onna Kindergarten
Ml during a visit June 25. Salsman and
six other sailors and Marines taught
the pupils English conversation
using fun games and songs. In a
program that started in May 2008,
Camp Hansen Marines and sailors
visit Onna Kindergarten twice a
month to assist its English program.
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look forward to read-

ing each edition of Big

Circle. The article “Help-

ing Hand,” depicting the
Marines and people of the local
community working hard, side
by side, reaffirmed that to me
they are good neighbors. To my
surprise, the Marines have been
helping the farmers as a part
of their volunteer activities for
more than 15 years. From now
on, every time I use sugar, I'll be
extra grateful, thinking about
Okinawa. I am looking forward
to summer this year again to visit
Okinawa where I can enjoy a
festival on a Marine Corps camp
and meet smiling Marines.

Toshiyuki Higuchi
Nagoya City
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was a U. S. Marine from
1977 to 1985 and stationed
at Camp Foster where 1
worked in a photo lab.

I stumbled across the Big Cir-
cle surfing the web. 'This publica-
tion is just great. I often think
about the Marines stationed on
Okinawa and hope they have
as great a tour there as I had.
Reading the publication and just
visualizing how the island and
camps have changed has touched
this old Marine’s heart and has
given me more drive to make
that trip back to the island real
soon. Thank you. Semper Fi

James Perkins

Jacksonville, Florida
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Japanese base employee shares technical
knowledge with the local communy

Kanenao Heshiki

ello to each and every

one of you who read

Big Circle.

My name is Mr.

Kanenao Heshiki. I am a Japanese
national working for the Environ-
mental Branch of the U. S. Marine
Corps for the last 13 years.

During the period between
2002 and 2007, my duties included
working with an American soil
scientist dispatched from the U. S.
Forest Services to enhance the Ma-
rine Corps’ Soil Erosion Control
Program.

I feel very fortunate that I had
the opportunity to work with
this soil scientist who devoted his
professional carreer to specializing
in erosion control issues, right up
to the time he retired in July 2007
here in Okinawa.

During this time, I was able to
learn so much about the erosion
control technologies developed by
the U. S. Forest Services through
their long history of combating soil
erosion in the enormous land area

under their jurisdiction.

The soil erosion control tech-
niques introduced to the U. S.
Marine Corps during this period
were in many ways different from
the methods that have been widely
practiced in Okinawa for many
years.

One of the techniques we
learned from the Forest Service was
design of “low maintenance roads.”
'The design features

local contractors who accomplished
numerous road repair projects in
the Central and Northern Training
Areas.

Because of this unique experi-
ence, the Okinawa Survey and
Civil Engineering Consultants
Association asked me to give a pre-
sentation to their members on the
newly implemented erosion control
techniques I learned from the U. S.

Forest Services practices.

of these roads address COMMUNITY 1 presented this instruc-
the fact that water is a RELATIONS tion at the association’s
powerful agent capable December meeting in
of destroying a road and PERSPECTIVE Naha.

making it unusable.

When water volume is doubled,

the ability of the water to erode

the road is increased four times.

"Therefore, the basic concept of the

low maintenance roads is to get the

water off the road as quickly as pos-

sible in small increments before the

water damages or destroys the road.
'This new technology, which

can be used to help prevent red soil

run-off and eftectively reduce the

frequency and cost of road repairs,

has been used successfully, by the

Also, as a result of my
experience, I compiled a booklet in
Japanese explaining low main-
tenance roads technology, so we
could share this new technology
with local communities.

My hope is that some time in the
near future this technology will be
widely used by local communities in
their secondary and rural road re-
pairs and new constructions, which
in turn will result in reduction of red
soil contamination of the streams
and coastline of Okinawa.

I'would be happy to answer
questions and share my knowledge

and experience on low maintenance
roads design and construction with
local communities. I can be reached
at 090-6861-4123 to discuss ideas
and options to minimize road re-
pair frequency and associated costs.
Finally, I strongly believe that
the U. S. Marine Corps under-
stands the importance of red
soil issues and has been work-
ing diligently to prevent red soil
erosion at its installations. In its
efforts to preserve the environ-
ment for the people of Okinawa,
the Marine Corps will continue
to work to resolve red soil issues
in cooperation with local com-
munities through the Okinawa
Defense Bureau and the Okinawa
Prefectural Government.
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Kokichi Fujiwara, front, and Yasutoshi Tomoyose, both with
Environmental Branch, Facilities Engineer Division, Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler, transfer recyclable items to bins for processing at the
base recycle center July 8. The center’s 22 American and Japanese
employees process recyclable items collected from all Marine Corps
and Army installations on Okinawa. 7 H 8 H. BERBEMD Y Y1 &
ey —TBETMELRIIZEARKRICBRTBRMERF 7 -
NS —ERRMSRRROBRES S A (Fil) ERFRFIZA.
BR2Z2Z2DREENHET IR I -8, ERBEREKEEDNS
MR TIREENBZ U YA L IVEZENET S Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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