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Break time
Lance Cpl. Gregory Linn sits down with children of Kin Town after cleaning the Kin Town Eco Park April
20. Volunteer Marines teamed up with schoolchildren to pick up trash. S EHT T/ \—2 TOEREND
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Marines sneak learning into
games for Nago children

Lance Cpl. Pete Sanders

The classrooms at Nago Sakura Nursery School in
Nago City bustle with the sounds of children singing
and laughing, as Marines assigned to Camp Schwab
arrive to assist teachers with late-morning English and
outdoor lessons.

A group of Marines with 3rd Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, 3rd Marine Division, III Marine Expeditionary
Force. took on this rewarding challenge May 21 with
the help of Fumio Tha, the community relations special-
ist for Camp Schwab.

Students ranging in age from 4-6 years old learned
the English words for the classic game “rock, paper,
scissors,” then played against the Marines. The event
also included unstructured playtime outdoors, where the
volunteers, teachers and other staff continued teaching
the children both English and Japanese words.

The students had no qualms about participating with
the Marines, according to Iha.

“The kids love it when the Americans come to help
out,” said Tha. “They’re so energetic when (the Marines)
show up and interact with them.”

The children anticipate the Marines’ visit not just for
play, but also to learn about American culture, accord-

“These children have a genuine interest in other cul-
tures,” said Nobuyama. “It’s amazing how, even at such a
young age, they want to learn about other people’s ways.”

Having open-minded youth in such close proximity to
the Marines is a good experience for the children, accord-
ing to Hirokazu Yamamoto, the principal of the school.

“Everybody involved (with the Marines’ monthly vis-
its) is so cross-culturally curious,” said Yamamoto. “This
is a golden opportunity, with an incredible dynamic.”

The exchange between the Okinawa citizens and the
Marines benefits both sides, according to Lance Cpl.
Juan E. Guevara Sanchez, a ground radio repair techni-
cian with 3rd Recon Bn., 3rd Marine Division, IIIMEF.

“Our main mission was to help them learn some Eng-
lish,” said Sanchez. “We learned a little Japanese in the
process, so it’s a win-win.”

Like the children and school staff, the Marines also
appreciate their visits and look forward to future oppor-
tunities to volunteer, according to Guevara Sanchez.

“I'm pretty sure I had as much fun as the children,”
said Guevara Sanchez. “It was a very rewarding feeling,
knowing I helped them learn something they’ll probably
use all of their lives. As soon as I hear about future (out-
reach programs) like this one, I plan to inform my chain
of command so I can remain available to participate. I
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Sgt. Renee Caseman, center right, interacts with residents during a
play April 16 at the Okinawa Central Rehabilitation Medical Center in
Okinawa City. While one Marine read a book, others played the roles
of characters from the story. 45 16H. @ IES ERt 2 — .
ABBICGGELDNFIBIN R — - TA ARV =ZEEE, BEKED—AD
A7 B L FR Y DV EIS AW 7% 5E LTz, Photo illustration by Hiroko Tamaki
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Marine volunteers
dance, perform
play for medical
center residents

Lance Cpl. Drew Tech

Marines with various units on Okinawa volunteered to
entertain mentally and physically disabled residents April 16
at the Okinawa Central Rehabilitation Medical Center in
Okinawa City.

After introducing themselves, Marines acted out the
book “I want a dog.” As one Marine read, the other volun-
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teers played the roles of characters from the story. The resi-
dents’ faces lit up with joy as the Marines performed around
the room.

Following the play, volunteers took turns dancing with each
resident, gliding their wheelchairs across the dance floor.

It was fun and fulfilling to spend time at the medical center,
according to Sgt. Renee Caseman, a postal clerk with Head-
quarters and Support Battalion, Marine Corps Installations
Pacific-Marine Corps Base Camp Butler.

“To see them smile ... makes me happy,” said Caseman. “It
lets them know that we care about them. It lets us know they
care about us.”

Helping others in the community is important for learning
the culture and growing as a person, according to Lance Cpl.
Victoria Casillasmadrid, an intelligence analyst with Combat
Logistics Regiment 37, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, I1I Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force.

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/BigCircle.html « K E 7555 - 2014F B S«

“Im trying to get to know the culture and community more,
and get more involved,” said Casillasmadrid. “The more you help
out, the more well-rounded you will be as a Marine.”

Because Marines volunteer at the center twice a month, the
visit is highly anticipated, according to Yuko Nakamura, a care-
giver at the medical center.

“The residents and staff always enjoy having the Marines
come in,” said Nakamura. “We all enjoy the recreation together
with the Marines.”

After the dancing ended, each of the volunteers was pre-
sented with a handmade bookmark as a sign of appreciation
and the unique friendship between the Marines and residents.

Once it was time to leave, the Marines took a bow, leaving
the medical center and their friends — until the next visit.

“This gives you a new sense of appreciation for what you
have and do as a Marine,” said Casillasmadrid. “I hope to do it
again and continue doing it.”




Marines, local residents clean
public areas, decorate park

Lance Cpl. Abbey M. Perria/Hiroko Tamaki

The official date of Earth Day may be April 22, but Marines and
Okinawa residents, equipped with trash bags and plastic gloves,
spent the entire week of April 19-25 celebrating the environment
at various events aimed at cleaning public areas on Okinawa,
including baseball fields, playgrounds, parks and beaches.

Earth Day began in 1970 to raise worldwide environmental
awareness with the hope that participants would continue to
make environmentally conscious decisions year-round.

Keeping the environment pristine is a major goal for everyone
on Okinawa, according to Shawn Williams, the environmental
coordinator for Camp Kinser. All Marines receive a welcome
aboard brief when they arrive on the island that explains how to
best support the fragile local environment.

Along with celebrating Earth Day, Marines helped hang deco-
rative flying carp April 20 at Uchima-nishi Park in Urasoe City
for Children’s Day May 5.

“This (project) requires a lot of manpower, so their help was
great,” said Hatsumi Nema, a member of the Women’s Group of
the Uchima Community Residents’ Association.

Most Marines are stationed on Okinawa for two or three years,
and the volunteer projects allow Marines to get out and explore
different parts of their temporary home.

“I really hope Marines will be more comfortable in the com-

munity after attending some of the events,” said Ichino Kuba,
the community relations specialist for Camp Kinser. “The walls
between Marines and local (volunteers) break down through
these joint community events.”

The residents of Okinawa and Marines share the island, but
creating relationships with each other can be challenging given
the language barrier, according to Kuba. One way to break the
ice is to work toward the same goal, like making the environment
cleaner and look better.

“It is great that everyone works together toward a shared pur-
pose,” Hideo Shimoji, a member of the Urasoe City Assembly.
“It is also great to have interactions with them.”

“I enjoy personal interactions with Americans,” said Kazunari
Oshiro, a volunteer at the Uchima-nishi Park and member of the
Uchima Community Residents’ Association. “The Marines were
very helpful and friendly, and some talked to me in Japanese.”

For the last 15 years, installations on Okinawa have celebrat-
ed Earth Day annually and plan to continue, and in doing so,
support a healthy environment and healthy friendship with the
local community.
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Far left: Rosuke Kinjo, left,
enjoys a chat with Marines
April 20 after cleaning and
decorating Uchima-nishi Park
in Urasoe City. (F&7x) 45
208 AR OREBRAE
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271 Au. Bottom: Marines
and local citizens tie paper
carp on strings April 20 to
decorate Uchima-nishi Park
for Children’s Day May 5.
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EHTTDER, Top: Miyoko
Kyan, right, instructs Marines
on how to tie a paper carp on
a string April 20 while cleaning
and decorating Uchima-nishi
Park in Urasoe City. Volunteers
cleaned the park and hung
decorative carp for Children’s
Day May 5. (_£) 45208, /A7
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Refuse from a baseball field is piled up for removal April 19 at Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma. Approximately 40 Marines volunteered to clean up the area as part of a series of
events celebrating Earth Day. Ginowan City Mayor Atsushi Sakima, as well as local boys’
baseball teams and their families, volunteered alongside the Marines. 45198, /&L X[
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JSDF members,US Marines
clean Peace Memorial Park

Lance Cpl. Tyler Giguere
Hiroko Tamaki

On a rainy day, 69 years after the fierce
Battle of Okinawa was fought near
the end of World War II, Japanese and
American friendships are now stronger
than ever as citizens from both countries
worked together to clean the site dedi-
cated to the memories of the battle so it
would be ready for the annual memorial
ceremony honoring the war dead.

Marines stationed at Marine Corps Air
Station Futenma worked alongside mem-
bers of the Japan Self-Defense Force and
their families to clean up Okinawa Peace
Memorial Park June 14.

The cleanup provided an opportunity

for Marines to show the local commu-
nity they are good neighbors, according
to Sgt. Maj. Toshiki Iwasaki, the Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force liaison
sergeant major.

“Most people don’t understand why
the Marine Corps is here,” said Iwasaki.
“But through the cleanup operation, they
understand the Marine Corps wants to
become our best partner.”

'The joint cleanup helped build stronger
bonds between U.S. and JSDF, according
to Iwasaki.

“We can communicate with each other
(while cleaning the park),” said Iwasaki.
“So we can fortify our relationship.”

'The day concluded with a group photo

and a moment of silence.

‘The cleanup allowed the Japanese and
Americans to connect with each other
when they may not have had such an op-
portunity before.

“You are actually working hands-on
with the locals, making true connec-
tions with them,” said Lance Cpl. Jason
A. Lyles, an intelligence specialist with
Headquarters Battalion, 3rd Marine
Division, ITIT Marine Expeditionary
Force. “A lot of the time when you're just
on base, you don't get that opportunity.
And even when you do interact with the
Okinawa residents on base, it’s a profes-
sional atmosphere. Whereas out here,
you're still professional; however, you can
speak a little bit more freely, and talk, and
joke, and interact. It’s good participation.”

Marines stationed at Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma pose for a group
photo with members of the Japan
Self-Defense Force and their families |
after a joint cleanup project June 14
at Okinawa Peace Memorial Park.
68148 BT RLE COEHR
EHERA CGGERERZY A LR
BB EEZ DREHLUE REEM
FiBDEERE, Photo courtesy of
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force

10 « SUMMER2014 - Bic CircLe « www.okinawa.marines.mil/News/BigCircle.aspx

IItdrd

\
/

s =AW

(i g B EAN

sTLEBERLEREY £ _E_EFTIL R
D LT ZHEVEHEEBEE L HDAET
s EVEOBAYE - 3ARBIBIZzRE S
P " REALEE—_ABABRLE-ONEE S
SO TRAMBR® - ELY "L TcmEmREL
(R#%kd 220 BD O %o R
orzsogrcprIEn KAmEarl
SEEYSTRLENMEEDL PRhuoggrd
shogsprizlpRY P ToLd "9
7REEIBESATCLELED S S BETEBE-
FEWRarEECERR: & HBLUER
=2 "ThbrE THpAn A zHLE
EYTced oLzl gy 2 BmBLD
JE%5 rERE g5 B f_ED
FElRDLEE "DODRMBEE E ?&525
ﬁ&:TL,ZL/u%%UK§45ﬁ 2 %Et‘ﬁ
S ABETCTLEHKRAREA Y W5 K
FECHLE kKCcoYsn Lk
e TREVOSTRSY B OHELR
Sh@EEMMBOAA D> B THSE

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Maj. Gen.
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Marines stationed at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma clean Okinawa
Peace Memorial Park June 14 in a joint effort with Japan Self-Defense
Force to iprepare the park for the annual memorial ceremony honoring the
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Camp Kinser Commander Col. Edmund J.
Bowen, third from left, explains functions of
Camp Kinser July 3 to Urasoe City Mayor
Tetsuji Matsumoto, left, and members of the
Urasoe City Assembly. 733 H. A DA
mamk (k) PHE&SIC.Fv o TF ¥ —
DEEEICDWTEHIAT 2RAF v TRIREDT
FYR-J-R—DT Kk,

Photo by Lance Cpl. Joey Holeman Jr.

Sgt. Michael Smego, left, plays with a child at the Nagomi Nursing
Home for Children June 22 in Nago. During the visit, Marines and
sailors played games and shared lunch with young members of the
Okinawa community. 6522H. %EMICH D REFEMHGTH CF
HEWITA 7)) AA T=EFE, BEKE PBEEH ENEREZHN. T
fEL S — LA LBRAZHICLTZ, Photo by Lance Cpl. Brittany A. James

Lance Cpl. Tom M. Enright, left, attempts to topple Yoshiya
Sakumoto May 31 during the annual Henoko Okinawa-
Style Sumo Tournament at Mae-nu-Hama field in Henoko.
S5A31BICAFHOFIZE CIThNcAFEHANKE T,
EARBHEAZRZTOETHN LM IV T EER,

Photo by Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey
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Aya Shinjyo, left, shares a laugh with Audrey C. Mills,
center, and Jewell Mills May 16 during a brunch
between the Nago Women'’s Group and Marine - ( . .
spouses at Camp Foster. 5H16H. /BEBEDEEE @Gov. Kurayoshi Takara, RiTSiAESEEEE

3 B A b 17— BT N 2T T s 2 A Lt. Col. Matthew W. Stover shake hands
EIBII R S B IEHRDRBEDBRE July 15 at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma
CERERLOHAS PTA (B), 72 FUES-C2 dur)iln a relocation ceIr)emon for Marine
JWAER (BR) EDAT ISV E A, n9 y

Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Thor J. Larson

The squadron’s KC-130Js are now based
out of MCAS Iwakuni on mainland Japan.
7B158. EREMRITES ClrrbniciBRzERia
JHERERI TR OB EB TF 2 DA CalERR
AoHBAE EEEREF TR R—)V-J-7
X7 — R EREFTHERRIME. <1 — . - i :
—We X F— 77—, Thic &Y BEFRGTB D Llprar|ans andlllbreliry adm|n|stratprs o e -m
KC-130) 2 S EERITIZ A MM E T BT EITE with Urasoe City Library, Nago City U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Brittney N. Davidson, left,
Sz, Photo by Cpl. Natalie M. Rostran Central Library and Miyakojima City removes protest materials from a portion of the Camp
Hirara Library tour the Camp Foster Schwab perimeter fence alongside Okinawa residents

= N Fr &

From left to right, Toshihisa Takata, Atsushi

The Camp Kinser dragon boat team rounds the final Sakima, Brig. Gen. Paul J. Kennedy, Vice

turn during their race July 20 in Tedako Festival in

Urasoe City. 7A20BIcfThNIcHARTDTIZTERY
DON—U—ZBmL. A—F—ZEZF v T+ Y 4
—D ) \—)—F— L5, Photo by Lance Cpl. Pete Sanders 4l

Library May 20. 5%?%%\'_'5\_47%%\ %E% and fellow Marines Jul q 3
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A group of visitors line up to see the inside of a KC-130J aircraft during
the Futenma Flightline Fair June 7 at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma.

Tl 6A7RICEXRBRITR CERE 751 F SV 77 HRETN.ZDA :
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Henoko community bids farewell
to Camp Schwab commander

LM
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Lance Cpl. Tyler Ngiraswei

Henoko community leaders hosted a farewell party
June 13 for Col. Rick Hall, camp commander for Camp
Schwab, at the Henoko/Schwab Friendship Committee
Meeting 2014 held at the Henoko Community Plaza.

The local community leaders hosted a party after
the meeting as a send-off for Hall, and expressed their
appreciation for the role he played in strengthening the
relationship between Camp Schwab and the surrounding
community.

“He preserved and further promoted what he inherited
from previous commanders,” said Munekatsu Kayo, the
district mayor of Henoko. “He takes good care of his fam-
ily, of his unit and the community.”

While under Hall’s command, Marines at Camp
Schwab volunteered for cleanups within the community,
participated in sumo wrestling tournaments, visited and

“I have been to many U.S. camps and bases in Japan,
but as far as I know, Camp Schwab is the only one that is
recognized as a section of the host community,” said Sugi-
yama. “I think Camp Schwab is very special.”

As a token of friendship, the community leaders pre-
sented Hall with a certificate of appreciation and a new
11th residential section flag before Hall’s change of com-
mand ceremony that took place June 27. The flag serves as
a replacement for the old flag presented to Camp Schwab
in 1999, when Henoko recognized Camp Schwab as its
11th residential section.

“I often say that we are all the same community,” said Hall.
“The flag presented shows that we are part of the community.”

51 19E
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cleaned nursing and care facilities, and remained active
as part of the Henoko community, according to Masato
Sugiyama, the Nago Defense Office director, Okinawa
Defense Bureau.

The active presence of Marines assigned to Camp
Schwab in Henoko has created a rare bond between the
camp and the city, according to Sugiyama.

Camp Schwab Commander Col. Rick Hall, center, recieves the new 11th residential section flag from Henoko District
Mayor Munekatsu Kayo, left, at a farewell party June 13 hosted by community leaders at the Henoko/Schwab
Friendship Committee Meeting 2014 held at the Henoko Community Plaza. 6 B13H.0H 501 =74 7> Ti7bH
NIGBE S/ Fv> 717 —THEZERDAVN—HHELIEENR T BE Rl X RO SH LT HE 1131
DIEZEZITEBRF+ > TRIREDY v« R—) VA,

Photos by Lance Cpl. Tyler Ngiraswei

SmtdP I, — T L\ L\ ¢

266N 130 ONAEEDER |
: bp Benoko District 13 June 2014 7
' : - FEsE BYFHE VLN _Hb cBmBARAT HEE BT TS

EQOoOFROTERRIMGEFERS VAP LLH S E °F 16

gl eyeno®oszxgcryrgAny1@88Fpag oA

THENZIARD I RgnEYLoFTUBEBROoOBETS 1| 13

TEADoRRIAEIY ek 7CsH« 1 & "#Xz | ¢ oJH ~

JLEBR| "HER "pLcYERT7IBHEDRITIR | BIC

"f;‘i\ﬁﬁj‘1f3\bﬁfm%$2&1f:\5‘Li%ﬁ%%lxc‘:\ 7%72
L lkkxo9osThgglc7eégn " EicBrrgl @z¥H ;L—

FEHfRL9OKR " Doy “ 1 LVRAKXBAST "BHF 4£88
SR DEO 6 CHELERMZOG . I @ExR ma g2 |

tref?28& LA  &vBFn "carslagl HFEK Jgs

clbopc k2B EYyE 2REABIER o vpga
xo NRHm g BASST Y E FTEMS R o v &2 AN
HiSavsnzEt {2 “22Pcis BE <11 X

= 2R DR E B AN 8 e P S g xR E KD

Z R BNES RS BR DABLIRE BH |57

i HARKRERLUYz L5 BooaA % Kk b

: sEp ELERgEzE MA ESTASEm O And
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Micaela Dushkin, middle, and Nicole Reed, right, fill out

application forms in Japanese using the Japanese character
chart during the Japanese writing class July 1. 7B 1HDHZAGE
FPHEEVIRACHEATRERGHSARE CRBEDIAZ
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Spouses learn Japanese writing,
deepen understanding of culture

Hiroko Tamaki

Although military installations on Okinawa provide
their residents with essential services, such as grocery and
department stores, some people venture out to surround-
ing communities to experience local culture or explore new
places. One of the challenges they face when trying to get
around is reading signs written in Japanese.

Marine Corps Community Services Marine and Family
Programs offers a Japanese writing class that teaches basic
skills, such as writing names and nationalities in Japanese,
and meanings of Japanese characters that are commonly
seen in town.

“I would like to be able to understand Japanese at least
enough to function relatively well when I'm out in the
community,” said Tammy Smith, a class participant. “In
class, I especially liked seeing the examples of actual signs
from out in town because it really helped me apply what I
was learning.”

Yuko Murayoshi, an inter-cultural coordinator and the
teacher of the class, presented pictures of various signs
written in Japanese such as parking, no entry and half-
price. She also gave a list of Japanese characters for entry,
exit, prohibited, men and women, among others.

»

“I wanted to make this class practical,” said Murayoshi.

“When you know where you can find things or what signs
mean, you enjoy your stay more. I want to help (the partici-
pants) enhance the quality of their experiences in Japan.”

Observing a country’s culture and customs is one way
to understand its people, according to Shelia Bryan, a class
participant and Marine spouse.

“I think the importance of learning the local culture
is so that as an American, I can appreciate the unlimited
beauty in the people, the language and the culture itself,”
said Bryan.

By the end of the class, the participants were able to fill
out an application form - writing their names, addresses
and places of birth in Japanese.

“When I learned how to write my name in English, I
was able to tell English-speaking people who I was and
connect with them,” said Murayoshi. “So being able to
write a name in Japanese will help my students make con-
nections here.”

Knowing the native language is the first step to learn about
the culture and appreciate it, according to Smith.

“I want to learn as much as I can about the local culture
because I feel we are guests here and we should do our best to
respect and participate in the culture,” said Smith. “We can’t
do that well if we don’t understand it. I think that learning
some basics of the language is one way to start doing that.”
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Yuko Murayoshi, an intercultural coordinator, shows the
participants of the Japanese writing class how kanji were
created the class July 1. She also presented pictures of
various signs written in Japanese such as parking, no entry
and half-price, and gave a list of Japanese characters for
entry, exit, prohibited, men and women, among others. 7/
BB BAEHRHEEV TRADZBEEITEFORIIIEZHZ
BENDA—TA X —2—DNEBTFEh, TOMICE [FIE
BT AR THER R EDEDNTEFOT U M TAIT
HITR TSI T2 G EDEFDRLE DT,

Photos by Hiroko Tamaki

An application form is filled out in Japanese
by a participant of the Japanese writing class
conducted July 1. By the end of the class,
participants were able to write their names,
nationalities, places of birth and addresses in
Japanese. 7H1HICITONcBAGETHE YW A
EUSRT ZHEED—ADBALIRHE, N =<7,
U2 RET BTG, ZEEEIZBED DA A e .
B HEM FFDEIFALIICE T,
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Island Warriors play soccer match
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Play Ball!

Marines, Kin Town residents
take to field for camaraderie

Lance Cpl. David N. Hersey

The Camp Hansen Tigers, a team comprised of U.S.
service members stationed on Okinawa, competed in a
baseball scrimmage with the Kin Town Eagles June 21 at
the Kin Town Baseball Stadium.

“Sports are a successful way to build friendship,” said
Hajime Nakama, the Kin Town mayor. “The players
share a love for the game and friendly competition. They
compete against each other during the game and share the
sweat and effort, but after it is finished, they still remain
friendly.”

For the Marines, it was a chance to get out and share
a fun experience with their neighbors while also doing
something they enjoy, according to Lance Cpl. Mariano
Silva, a coach for the Camp Hansen Tigers and field radio
operator with 7th Communication Battalion, III Marine
Expeditionary Force Headquarters Group, I1I MEF.

“Being out here and playing a game builds friendship,”
said Silva. “We cheer each other on while also doing our
best to win, but we don’t take it personally. We’re just
having a good time and sharing the fun.”

Positive relations are important and every opportunity
to build them should be taken, according to Col. Sean M.
McBride, the camp commander of Camp Hansen.

“It’s important to have a good relationship with your
host nation,” said McBride. “Baseball is America’s pas-
time and is also something the people of Okinawa enjoy.
Sharing this is just one of the ways we can maintain that
positive relationship.”

The people of Kin Town and the Marines of Camp
Hansen are constantly planning new ways to interact, ac-
cording to Nakama.

“I would like if we could include a (youth) team from
the Marine Corps to participate in the children’s league,”
said Nakama. “It fosters a healthy mind and body while
also building the friendships earlier on.”

The game concluded with the Eagles claiming a 19-3
victory over the Tigers. After the game, the teams shook
hands and posed for a group photo before moving to

Camp Hansen to share dinner and conversation.

“What better way is there to bring people together than
sharing something they are interested in,” said McBride.
“Afterwards they can sit down, talk over a good meal, and
leave with a good memory.”

Players of the Kin Town Eagles, left and the Camp Hansen Tigers, right,
shake hands June 21 after a game at the Kin Town Baseball Stadium.
They then moved to Camp Hansen to share dinner and conversation. 6
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of the United States Marine Corps. However,
the contents of Big Circle are not necessarily
official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine
Corps, U.S. Government or Department of
Defense. It is published quarterly by the
Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps Base Camp
Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication
are available online by visiting http://www.
okinawa.marines.mil/News/BigCircle.aspx.
Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
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Okinawa Marine recieves Spirit of Service Award

In this edition, Big Circle
interviewed Cpl. Ricardo
Gonzalez, a recipient of the
American Legion’s Spirit of
Service Award. The award
honors enlisted service members
who excel at their profession
and volunteer to serve others.

Editor: How did you earn
the Spirit of Service Award?

Gonzalez: I've been con-
stantly trying to help people
out, whether it’s teaching Eng-
lish, going out to clean beach-
es, or coordinating meetings
for Japanese and Americans.

When I was in Thailand,
I helped disabled individu-
als participate in recreational
activities. I've also done much

to help the communities and it
was recognized all the way up
the chain of command of the
Marine Corps. I was selected
as the Marine Corps recipient.

Editor: How did you feel
when you found out that you
were receiving the award?

Gonzalez: At first [ was re-
ally confused. Sergeant major
said to me, “Congratulations!”
and I said, “What for?” I was
surprised because I figured
other people in the Marine
Corps would have done far
more than I have. I became
very humbled and grateful.

Ido whatIdo because I feel
it’s a necessity. We, as service
members, are servants to other

individuals. It is many people’s
nature to help each other. If
you are not helping each other,
you are not serving a purpose
inyour life. That’s my perspec-
tive. My purpose is creating a
better world. If we all do that,
there should be progress, right?

Editor: What do you like
best about Okinawa?

Gonzalez: People are re-
ally kind. When I say, “ohayo-
gozaimasu” (good morning),
an obachan (lady) might say,
“ohayo,” or she might give
me tea or cookies. I've met so
many nice people and I really
appreciate the people I've met.

Editor: What do you re-

member the most while you
were stationed here?
Gonzalez: I went to Hi-
mawari Gakudo daycare to
interact with the children. 1
was wearing a Dragon Ball
Son Goku t-shirt and the
children yelled at me, “Son
Goku!” It became a memo-
rable moment when I was at
Jusco a month later. A child
(from the daycare center)
pointed to me and exclaimed,
“Son Goku!” I realized that
I'd made an impact on this
boy’s life as he will probably
remember me for a few years
and think, “I played with
that guy one day. He was
an American, and he wasn’t

so bad.”

*The American Legion is a veteran’s organization that provides support to members of the United States armed forces, veterans

and their families
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