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Three MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
262 (Reinforced), 3Ist Marine Expeditionary Unit, prepare to land aboard the USS
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) during Valiant Shield 16 in the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, Sept. 20. Valiant Shield 16 is a biennial field training
exercise designed to develop the integration of joint U.S. forces. The training enables
real-world proficiency of joint forces to detect, locate, track and engage units — at
sea, in the air, on land, and in cyberspace — to prepare for a range of possible military
missions.

Links to our websites:

okinawa.

marines.mil

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force service
members and U.S. Marines introduce

themselves during the annual Guard and Flickr
Protect exercise, an observation and
exchange event Oct. 7 aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Futenma, Okinawa.
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| FUJI FIREROWERIREVIEW,

e

Marine representativies elsenve
JGSDF's biggest annual live-fire
drill to show continuing support

| CHURASHIMA RESCUE
Marine Corps trains with JGSDE
and Okinawa emergencySenvices
ferrregion-widelexpeditious

response to natural disasters

16 | THE CARETAKER: CREW CHIEF
Rear eyes of "The Dragons:"
still young, but already hardest
working devil dogs to pilots

14 | FROM THE DRAGONS

TO CAMP FOSTER

Col. William DePue returns to
Okinawa, commands Camp Foster
and Lester in the course of his
distinct career with Ospreys

10 | TSUNAMI EVACUATION DRILL
Camp Foster supports Chatan
residents' walk-through on base to
promote safety and awareness for
potential natural disaster

8 | TOMODACHI THROUGH
EYES OF POTTER
Tohoku earthquake survivor,
current Motobu resident and
award-winning potter recounts his
curious link with Okinawa Marines

4 | WHY ARE US MILITARY DOGS
RELEVANT TO JAPAN'S PEACE?
The U.S.-Japan alliance enhances
defense measures through
bilateral trainings, including
Marine dog teams
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Big Circle is an authorized publication
of the United States Marine Corps.
The contents of Big Circle are notnecessarily
official views of, or endorsed by, the Marine
Corps, U.S. Government or Department
of Defense. It is published quarterly by the
Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle/
BigCircle.html.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication
are available online by visiting http://www.
okinawa.marines.mil/News/BigCircle.aspx.
Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the Web.
The publication can be viewed in .pdf format
online or downloaded.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
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Courtesy Photo of Mt. Fuji
Released by Master Sgt. Timothy Lawn

H H

(Left) Maj. Gen. Charles Chiarotti,
Deputy Commander of U.S.

BEBEOM N ZRE

Forces Japan

(Middle) Lt. Gen. Lawrence
D. Nicholson, Okinawa Area
Coordinator and commanding
general of lll Marine
Expeditionary Force

(Right) Lt. Gen. Makiya Ota,
Commanding General of
JGSDF Ground Research and
Development Command
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High-ranking leaders with  Marine  Corps

Installations Pacific showed continuing support for
the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force during Fuiji
Firepower Review 2016, JGSDF's biggest live-fire
drill Aug. 28 at Fuji Maneuver Area, Gotemba City,
Shizuoka Prefecture.

Attending representatives of the Marine Corps,
along with the United States Forces Japan, were
invited to observe the event by Chief of Staff,
JGSDF Gen. Toshiya Okabe.

JGSDF hosts the live-fire demonstration annually
to educate their members and to promote Japanese
understanding of JGSDF's role in the
defense of the country. An increasing domestic and

citizens’

international interest was evident by attendance of
27,000 spectators and 25 overseas media.

The latest artillery systems dominated the first
half of the demonstration. The second half simulated
recapturing of invaded remote offshore territories,

involving  reconnaissance  activities, defensive
counter-air and frontline ground attacks.
The orchestrated artillery, tanks, armored

vehicles and helicopters charged toward Mt. Fuji in
the awe-inspiring finale. A Marine Corps MV-22B
Osprey was part of the flyover last year for the first
time since the launch of the demonstration in 1961.
The aircraft’s flyover was scheduled again this year,
but was cancelled due to poor weather conditions.
Remote island defense has been the theme of
the Fuji Firepower Review for five consecutive
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years as military
activities have
intensified in
neighboring countries.

The Marine Corps and GSDF
have invested in forging
partnership, especially for
JGSDF's prospective Osprey L

deployment in Saga Airport,

Saga City, Saga Prefecture.

The Marine Corps' Combined Arms Training
Center Camp Fuji is located among several JGSDF-
operated installations which run from south to
north at the east foot of Mt. Fuji. The vicinity
enables Marines and JGSDF service members, allies
who defend the nation side-by-side, to regularly
participate in infantry-level training simulations.

Lt. Gen. Lawrence D. Nicholson, the Okinawa
Area Coordinator and commanding general of Il|
Marine Expeditionary Force, and Col. Christopher
R. Escamilla, commanding officer of Combined
Arms Training Center Camp Fuji, interacted with
Defense Minister Tomomi Inada, along with guests
and general observers after the demonstration.

Leading up to the day of the public exhibition,
approximately 2,400 JGSDF members
dedicated to the success of the four-day Fuji
Firepower Review 2016 that featured more than
650 artillery pieces, tanks, armored vehicles,
and helicopters.

were

®
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Marines with Marine Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 361, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing

currently deployed with Ist Marine Aircraft

dime in orderto provide whatever humanitarian
aid the affected area may need.”
Marines with HMH-361 transported Japanese

Wing as part of the unit deployment program,
worked alongside the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force and Okinawa emergency
services in exercise Chura-Shima Rescue 2016
July 21, aboard Camp Naha, Okinawa.

Theannual exercise hosted by the |5th Brigade,
Western Army, JGSDF trains humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief-involved agencies
for a swift reaction to a simulated large-scale
earthquake and tsunami in Okinawa.

The event marked the second year Marines
participated in the exercise, supporting mutual
preparation and demonstrating the importance
of interoperability.

“The main purpose of today is to build upon
our working relationship with the JGSDF"
Capt. Jared B. Howells, the assistant operations
officer with HMH-361. “Disaster relief is a top
priority for the Marine Corps here in Japan, so

cohesion with JGSDF is critical. We have to be

said

role players from a mock disaster zone on . =
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, via a CH- |
53E Super Stallion, to Camp Naha to receive
simulated medical care.

According to Capt. Robert D. Pfeil, a pilot
with HMH-361, the Super Stallion is ideal for &
mass casualty evacuations due to its heavy-lift
capabilities.

“Even though the 53's main purpose is to
provide assault support, it is also extremely = =
useful in humanitarian aid,” said Pfeil. “Its
ability to transport supplies, vehicles, troops
and casualties in and out of austere locations
makes it perfect when responding to natural
disasters.”

With the constant,
earthquakes and tsunami in the Indo-Asia-
Pacific region, training such as this allows HMH-
361 to respond expeditiously when danger calls, \

imminent threat of

]
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as it did after the Great East Japan Earthquake @sas
able to work together to deploy at the drop ofa  of 2011. 8 TSy
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Story by Cpl. Carl King

U.S. Marines of all ages with Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265, Marine
Aircraft Group 36, Ist Marine Aircraft
Wing, operate and maintain MV-22B
Osprey tiltrotor aircraft every day.

The squadron, based at Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma, Okinawa, assisted
the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
with four Ospreys in delivering relief
supplies to the disaster victims after
the Kumamoto, Kyushu earthquakes on
Apr. 14, 2016. This was the first time
the aircraft conducted humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief missions
in Japan.

Though most crew chiefs are young in
age, they receive an extensive amount
of training before they are allowed to
operate in the fleet.

“I was a little surprised when | first
learned the age in which they trusted
crew chiefs to maintain some of the
very complex systems and components
on the aircraft, but they are all very
intelligent and extremely qualified,” said
Capt. Charles Randolph, a pilot with

VMM-265. ““| trust them.”

Potential crew chiefs attend
about two years of training before
performing their job in real operations.

The first school aspiring crew chiefs
attend is the Naval Aviation Air Crewman
Candidate School in Pensacola, Florida.
Next they attend the Survival, Evasion,
Resistance, and Escape, commonly
known as SERE, School in Brunswick,
Maine, followed by the school for the
specific aircraft they will be assigned to.

“Pensacola is where we actually get
assigned a platform and learn which type
of aircraft we will actually be serving on
when we hit the fleet,” said Cpl. Ryan
Reuscher, a crew chief with VMM-265.
“The SERE school teaches us what to
do if our plane were to go down behind
enemy lines.”

Crew chiefs go through an extensive
amount of training because they play a
huge role in the operation of aircraft. The
Marines maintain parts on the aircraft and
are also responsible for all activity in the
rear cargo area of the aircraft, specifically

if any passengers are onboard.

With the pilot only having a certain
amount of visibility while in the cockpit,
the crew chiefs serve as the eyes of the
pilot in the places that can't be seen.

“As a crew chief we are mostly
responsible for what happens in the back
of the plane. The pilots fly and we are
there to back them up,” said Reuscher,
a native of Kansas City, Missouri. “In a
real world mission setting, we would also
play a big part in inserting and extracting
personnel and disaster relief operations.”

According to Capt. Randolph, the
Marines are constantly working on the
aircraft, making sure every part of the
aircraft is working to perfection.

“These Marines are some of the hardest
working devil dogs you are going to see
in the Marine Corps,” said Randolph, a
native of Charlottesville, Virginia. “These
guys are constantly putting in 12 to |3
hours a day. Day in and day out, rain or
shine they are working their butts off to
make sure these planes are up and ready
for the mission.”
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Col. DePue offers reflections
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From the Dragons of VIMM-265 to Camp Foster
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“People are very friendly and welcoming. That has not
changed since the last time | was here,” Col. William
DePue recalls his memories of Okinawa, now returning
to the island for the first time after two years. Between
2012 and 2014, DePue was commander of Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265, “The Dragons,” based
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Futenma. Highlights
of his duty includes introducing the MV-22 Osprey to
Okinawa and taking part in Operation Damayan, a U.S.
Task Force’s humanitarian aid and disaster relief mission
to the typhoon-hit Philippines in 2013.

DePue’s observations on Okinawa are reminders of
the drastic changes two years have made around Camp
Foster. New businesses keep popping up on Route 58,
and the prefecture’s largest shopping mall was established
on land previously used by the Marine Corps. Eight
Ospreys with the Dragons completed another successful
humanitarian aid and disaster relief mission in Kumamoto
after a magnitude 7.0 earthquake hit the south-western
city of Japan.

After assuming command of Headquarters and Support
Battalion, Marine Corps Installations Pacific-Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler in June, DePue rolls up his sleeves to
continue fostering friendship between local communities
and the Marine Corps on Okinawa. On another restless
day as a new commander, he takes a moment for readers
of the Big Circle to introduce himself and his previous
distinctive duties.
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Between 200! and 2003, you were with HMX-I “The
Nighthawks,”  the helicopter
transportation to the president of the United States, vice
president and other dignitaries. Could you tell us your duties
with the squadron’ While most pilots fly the president,
my job was to test the Ospreys which were redesigned
and not operating at the time. | spent a fair amount of
time conducting flight test operations and working on
flight simulators, programs and test plans so that the
operation of the aircraft takes off right away once it kicks
into gear. | conducted an initial test of the Osprey, | was
lucky enough to be in the first fleet squadron and then the
first fleet squadron deployed on ship. These experiences
played part in becoming the first one to introduce the
aircraft in Japan.

squadron  that  provides

What are your thoughts on the Osprey's four-year
transformation in Japan, from their introduction in 2012
to successfully accomplishing a disaster relief mission for
Kumamoto in 20167 Because | have been with the Osprey
for a long time, | have seen very often that people are
wary of the aircraft at first. Then they see it in action,
experience the capabilities of the aircraft and become
fans. It is not a surprise to me that people went from
holding it at arm’s length to realizing that we are here to
help and that the Osprey has great capabilities no other
aircraft does.
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You mentioned during the VMM-265 change of command in 2014, “One
of the things I'm most proud of is the support we provided to the disaster

relief in the Philippines following Typhoon Haiyan where hundreds of

thousands of people received aid. My squadron was at least a small part
of that.” Could you tell us your experience in this operation? We received
an order to head to the Philippines about a week after the typhoon
hit. Six Ospreys flew out of Clark Air Base, a military installation of
the Philippines, for an hour to the disaster-hit area. Not many aircraft
have the capability from a helicopter perspective. Every day, two to
four aircraft would load relief supplies at one of the airfields or out on
the aircraft carriers near the area and typically land in towns or open
fields to deliver tarps, rice and water to local communities. On the
way home every night, we transported refugees who need medical
attention to Manila or Clark Air Base. Our goal was to assist the
Filipino forces in anything they needed.

What would you like for Okinawa communities to know about the Marine
Corps on the island? We appreciate that we are able to be here. We
try to be good ambassadors and maintain the strong alliance between
Japan and the U.S., and are committed to the defense of the Pacific
Region.

What do you think are important qualities for Marines as ambassadors
to Okinawa’ We obviously need to be friendly to our hosts on the
island. One of the things Marines can really do is to get involved in
community outside the gate — whether exploring new restaurants and
activities or having interactions with people of Okinawa. Everyone |
have met is friendly, open and enjoys interacting with Americans.

What are going to be your strategies to connect with neighboring
communities/ | would like to stay actively engaged and keep a regular
dialogue with all four surrounding communities: Chatan Town,
Ginowan City, Kitanakagusuku Village and Okinawa City. Recently,
| have had the opportunity to visit the mayors and to attend an
Okinawa City Chamber of Commerce event where | discussed about
economic development projects with local leaders. | was also invited
to the Eisa festival in Okinawa City. We have the annual Foster Fest
every spring, so we can host them as well as visit them.

What drove you to being a Marine, and what do you like most about
being one’ | originally attended the U.S. Naval Academy to be a Navy
jet pilot, just like a lot of my peers who were teen top guns in high
school. In my freshman year at the academy, | decided that | really
like the Marine Corps. | liked their mission, team concept and Marine
Air-Ground Task Force - the way aviation is employed in support of
ground forces.

Camaraderie is what | really like about being a Marine these days.
We still have a great mission. What pulled me into the Corps 20-plus
years ago still draws me and keeps me in the Marine Corps today.

Lastly, what is your best memory in the Corps? Anytime when you feel
like you have accomplished a mission and come home to a family and
loved ones. Even when it is a short period of time like | was in the
Philippines, we have accomplished something and come home to see
families and friends again. Those are probably the highlights.
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Lt. Col. Christopher M. Murray, left,
receives the Marine Medium Tiltrotor
Squadron 265 colors from Lt. Col. William
L. Depue Jr. May 22,2014, at Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma during a change of
command ceremony.
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U.S. Marine Capt. Joseph White, left, of Barstow, California, the deputy
logistics officer of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit and Philippine Army
PFC Vic D. Victorlano carry relief supplies from an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor
aircraft, Nov. 18, 2013. A bilateral assessment team landed to deliver relief
and determine needs in remote areas in and near Leyte Island, Republic of
the Philippines, to assess the needs of people isolated by Typhoon Haiyan.
U.S. military assets have delivered relief supplies provided by the USAID
since the start of Operation Damayan, in support of the Government of
the Philippines in the wake of Typhoon Haiyan.
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U.S. Marine Cpl. Stephen Jarrell of Toledo, Ohio, a crew chief with Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265, observes a destroyed village from
an MV-22B Osprey aircraft as a bilateral assessment team lands to deliver
relief and determine needs, Nov. 18. The team traveled to remote areas
in and near Leyte Island, Republic of the Philippines, using an MV-22B
tiltrotor Osprey aircraft to assess the needs of people isolated by Typhoon
Haiyan.
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EVACUATION ROUTES — Two'evacuation rolites
on Camp Foster will

issued, but not for a tsunami alert. The north route starts

from the Gate 4 and is about 2.5km long. The south route
starts from the Gate 5 and is about |.6km long. The three
flood zones are categorized using their altitude above sea
level: 0-5m in red, 6-20m in yellow and 2Im in green.
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Legion Gate (#6)

| Tsunami Flood Zone
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(Highest risk zone)
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(Evacuate this and all lower zones on any official warning)
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(Final evacuation of tsunami hazard and shekerzaone)




Story by Cpl. Brittany A. James
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Residents took part in a tsunami
evacuation drill hosted by Chatan Town and
Marine Corps Installations Pacific-Marine
Corps Base Camp Butler, Sept. 4 aboard
Camp Foster. The event promotes public
awareness and safety by having residents
walk through the designated evacuation
routes.

“The purpose of the drill is to familiarize
citizens with the route they would take
to reach higher ground in the event of an
emergency,” said Lee Eureste, deputy camp
commander, Camp Foster. “[Should there be
a natural disaster] the base gates would be
open to let Okinawa citizens through, and we
would lead them to safety.”

[tis vital to be prepared forthe unexpected,
according to Masakatsu Kamiyama. During
the drill, the residents learned about the
amount of time needed to complete their
evacuation of a tsunami zone.

“Having the opportunity to walk on the
base helps the residents confirm the route
they should take, and also confirm the
amount of time it takes to walk to safety,”
said Kamiyama, vice mayor of Chatan Town.

Fifty-six Okinawa residents from Chatan
Town participated in the drill to enhance
their safety and readiness.

“Inthe event of an emergency, collaboration
between service members and Okinawa
residents is vital to ensure everyone is on the
right track to safety,” said Kamiyama. “We
will continue to work together to improve
safety measures every year.”



In the heat of August, award-winning potter, Masato
Miura can be found working tirelessly at his craft. A round-
roof kiln takes center stage in his new studio where he pays
homage to the god of fire and clay at this figurative altar

“The god of fire always betrays me. Pottery is fascinating
because you still get the unexpected after decades of
experience,” smiles Miura.

Traditional Japanese potters’ wisdom says that kilns are a
sacred place where the god lives. Salt and sake are placed
on the corners to purify the “habitat” before firing the kiln
and setting the clay.

During firing, symmetric flames from side walls collide
against each other, crawl along the roof and circulate inside
the kiln. Miura was reminded to respect the god of fire
when he accidentally dozed off during the day-long process;
the kiln's corners caught fire and almost burned down
his studio.

Miura says that artisanship helps estimate how finished
products will look, but the truth is in the hands of the god.

“There is no work | would give myself more than
70-percent marks after making thousands of wares in my
27 years of experience. The day | give myself full marks is
the day | retire from pottery,” said Miura.

“2011 Tohoku earthquake”

The potter and his kiln are spending their second summer
on Okinawa Island after evacuating from Kesennuma City,
Miyagi Prefecture in the aftermath of the 2011 Tohoku
earthquake and tsunami.
waves’ swallowed lives in the city, leaving 118,636 housing
units completely destroyed, 182,193 homes damaged,
15,824 dead and 3,846 missing.

Okinawa-based Marines were on the ground the following
day, delivering critical supplies and water to Oshima Island
during Operation Tomodachi, the 54-day humanitarian aid
and disaster relief mission to the affected area.

“Their ferry went ashore on Oshima Island through the
sea of impurities and capsized ships — the island that nobody
then knew how to land on — the island that took two years
to re-open after the disaster,”” Miura recalls.

Miura managed to survive the disaster. He was physically
located on a mountain top, away from the tsunami's reach,
doing his weekly volunteer work in physical therapy at a
care facility. That night, the debris blocked the only trail to
the highway, telecommunications were out of service and
the temperature dropped below |5 degrees Fahrenheit
with occasional snow. He and fellow survivors waited for
the dawn around a fire as they cut cedar and pine trees for
wood. The next morning, Miura borrowed a backpack and
rain boots from the facility and walked 12.5 miles home
with the goal of finding his mother. What he encountered
was mass devastation. The city he knew was gone, left
with piles of debris, cars and drowned bodies. “My head

The 33-foot infamous “black

®
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could not process the situation,” says Miura.

Despite Miura's countless visits to evacuation sites, his
mother was nowhere to be found. While the search
continued, Miura opened his pottery studio to those who
needed water, shelter or a bathroom.

“l think | devoted myself in the volunteer work not to
dwell on grief,” Miura recalls of the time.

Education boards and city halls pleaded for him to continue
his pottery class in order to cheer up survivors. Around
the same time, the results of DNA testing identified that
Miura's mother was among the 15,824 loved ones lost in the
disaster. Miura took these events as a sign to rededicate
himself to his work.
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After officials told Kesennuma residents living in a designated
danger zone that a refusal to evacuate would only impede the
city’s revival, Miura and his wife agreed to relocate in 2014.
Motobu Town of Okinawa Prefecture was the couple’s pick,
mainly because its town port and streetscape reminded them
of Kesennuma; coincidentally, both ports are best known for
their skipjack tuna hauls.

Okinawa is also an intriguing place for potters across Japan.
In order to overcome the hurdle posed by the quality of
clay in Okinawa, the island developed a traditional art called
“yachimun,” an Okinawa dialect meaning "pottery," through
experiments over the last 400 years.
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“To Motobu Town, second home”

The Miuras made themselves at home quickly in Motobu
Town where Okinawa's famous camaraderie mentality is alive
and well. One day, their Uchina (Okinawa) friend introduced
them to the Camp Schwab Festival. A Marine handed Miura
the Big Circle in which he saw an article about Kesennuma
City (Spring 2016: “Marine Corps revisits Kesennuma City,
remembers the Great East Japan Earthquake’), and contacted
the magazine to share his story.

“| want to express my gratitude,” says Miura. ‘| hope that
more open-gate events and community-relations projects
serve as space for Okinawa residents and Marines to come to
better understanding.”

®



Miura’s flower vase titled “Punk” was one of

60 selected works from 6,800 international
submissions at the Hana no Sumika Taisho
(Flowers' Habitat Award). After the
competition, his unique piece embedded with
a sliver of driftwood toured major department

stores across Japan.
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Miura lays his fingers over spots on a mug to explain how he created aesthetic

— patterns by chance during the coating process. “Kohiki,” Miura’s signature

style, is pottery ware coated with coarse white mud. The coating adds a soft
and earthy feel to the pieces.
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Dogs have much more versatility than the phrase "man’s
best friend” can possibly embrace. They are indeed endearing
fluff balls born with unconditional love, loyalty and positive
regard for their owners; however, through extensive training,
they are also capable of saving lives and protecting people.

From hunter-gatherers to today’s civilian police officers and
firefighters, working dogs have been on the front line with
warriors for victory and justice. In 2011, the Navy SEAL Belgian
Malinois named Cairo took part in Operation Neptune Spear
that captured Osama bin Laden, the founder of al-Qaida
and mastermind behind the Sept. || terrorist attacks. While
Cairo’s role in the mission is classified for security reasons,
he is the only team member involved in the operation to
be officially named. Cairo and 23 SEALs were thanked by
President Barack Obama at a White House reception for their
exceptional service to the country.

Belgian Malinois like Cairo, as well as German and Dutch
Shepherds, are the most suited breeds to be the standard
military working dog due to their “best overall combination
of keen sense of smell, endurance, speed, strength, courage,
intelligence and adaptability to almost any climatic situations,”
according to Maj. Joseph F. Whelan at the U.S. Army Command
& General Staff College School of Advanced Military Studies.
Sporting breeds — such as pointers, retrievers, setters and
spaniels — come into the picture when there is a requirement
for dogs to be only trained as drug or explosive detectors.

Not only do working dogs serve as powerful assets to
antiterrorism efforts through sentry duty and random
explosive sweeps, they also serve as deterrents for any
illegal activity. International drug smugglers should know to
pass on their plan rather than passing by patrols at airport
customs, which can be accompanied by military-trained
wardogs on temporary additional duty with U.S. Customs
and Border Protection.

In February 2016, the K-9 unit from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni conducted joint training with Hiroshima Prefectural
Police officers in preparation for security and explosive
searches at the G7 Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Hiroshima
and the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games.

The 374th Security Forces Squadron, a military working
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dog unit at Yokota Air Base, has trained with the Japan Air Self-
Defense Force and Japan Customs at Tokyo Customs Canine
Training Center, and have been helping with explosive detection
techniques for |5 years.

“Dog School,” the 34lst Training Squadron at Lackland Air
Force Base in Texas, trains the U.S. service dogs and handlers
for all branches of the Department of Defense and other
federal agencies.

About 270 multipurpose dogs are annually trained in the
squadron’s school where the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air
Force conduct courses. Upon graduation, dogs are assigned to
K-9 units on all U.S. bases worldwide, including those in Japan, and
continue their round-the-clock training with new handlers.

A kennel master rotates the responsibility of handling the dogs
to prevent them from becoming attached to one handler, and to
give them experience with different dogs.
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Walk you through the Marine way!

working dogs relevant

Why are U-S- military
todapan's peace?

a lifetime among service members, especially those who
served in the grueling battlefields. By the end of her
piece of home. He concluded that being able to provide

the retired dog with a home and to spoil her is a task he

To Willingham, being with Lucca in Irag was like having a
has "been happy to accomplish.”

“There are a lot of people who didn't make it home, but
thanks to Lucca | was able to get back to my family,” said

Gunnery Sgt. Chris Willingham, Lucca’s first handler and

six-year career, Marine Gunnery Sgt. Lucca, a Belgian
now adoptive owner. “‘| owe her everything.”

Admiration goes beyond the working days and stays for
Malinois, had led approximately 400 patrols and identified
40 IEDs during her multiple tours in Irag and Afghanistan.

As a token of respect, every military working dog is a
Non-Commissioned Officer and outranks its handler
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