USFJ Command Policy
Liberty Policy for All U.S. Military Forces Located and Operating in Japan,
26 Nov 14 (effective 9 Dec 14)

After conducting a careful and thorough review across all the services and commands in Japan on what
constitutes an appropriate baseline liberty policy for U.S. military members serving here, the Commander,
U.S. Forces, Japan will put into effect a revised Liberty Policy for all service men and women in the
country. This revised policy replaces the May 29, 2013 USFJ Liberty Policy.
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Effective as of 9 December 2014, the revised policy includes the following measures across Japan:
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The policy was revised in five substantive ways: 1) removes the Okinawa-specific provisions, thereby
equalizing the policy across Japan; 2) changes the curfew period for E-5 and below to 1 a.m. to 5a.m.; 3)
reduces the grade requirement of authorized commander to O-4 and higher and grants them the authority
to both implement and rescind unit denial of liberty, in addition to the authority to grant individual, event-
by-event exceptions of limited duration to curfew and liberty buddy requirements; 4) changes the
applicability of the liberty buddy provisions to all military personnel in the grades of E-5 and below who
are ina TDY/TAD, leave, or pass status in Japan, or who are deployed to Japan (except those deployed on
orders to Japan for 150 days or more as part of a unit deployment); it is not applicable to military
personnel permanently assigned on Permanent Change of Station (PCS) orders in Japan; and 5) changes
the liberty buddy period to 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.
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For all military personnel, regardless of rank, off-installation public consumption of alcohol is prohibited
between the hours of midnight and 5 a.m. daily.
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Military personnel in the ranks of E-5 and below are subject to a curfew between the hours of 1 a.m. and
5a.m. daily.
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During curfew hours, these military members must either be on a U.S. military installation, off the
installation in a private residence, in a place of lodging, or in the performance of official duties.
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The good conduct of our service members stationed throughout Japan is key to this effort. At all times,
U.S. military members are expected to maintain our high standards of personal and professional conduct
as representatives of the U.S. military and the United States. We have made progress since implementing
the USFJ Liberty Policy to address issues of concern, and have realized a substantial drop in the number
of incidents of misconduct across the command as members are taking care of and educating each other to
make responsible choices. Moreover, our training programs have been enhanced to reinforce the
collective values we share with our Japanese friends and neighbors. Our collective efforts are showing
positive signs, and all of our service men and women continue to be valuable contributing members in the
communities they live in.
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