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Japanese

graduate from Naval Hos-
pital training program

physicians
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Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Building a bridge between the Okinawan and U. S. military medical
communities, six Japanese physicians completed a yearlong internship at
the U. S. Naval Hospital Okinawa on Camp Lester this spring.

A year ago, Hidetaka Kitazono, Takashi Shiga, Toshibumi Taniguchi,
Miwa Fujiwara, Naoto Yokogawa, and Takenori Watanabe came to Okinawa 1
to participate in the Japanese National Physician Training Program (JNPTP) O

at the USNH. Some were just
out of medical school while oth-
ers had experience as residents at
hospitals in different parts of Ja-
pan.

Though their backgrounds
were different, each came hop-
ing the JNPTP would broaden
their knowledge as physicians
and perhaps open doors to
other opportunities in the world
of medicine.

Shiga said many Japanese
physicians, including himself, be-
lieve medicine is more advanced
in the U. S. than in Japan and
that consequently they hope to
do a residency in the United
States. Shiga hoped that work-
ing at the Naval Hospital would
help him achieve that goal.

“l came here a year ago and
have met so many American
physicians and also made con-
nections with them, which was
like taking a first step toward my
dream,” said Shiga. “l am very
happy. | experienced so much,
sometimes through hardships,”
he added. “But | managed well
throughout the year within the
American culture and military
community. Today, | have this
great sense of accomplishment
upon our graduation.”

That sense of accomplish-
ment was pervasive inside the
Lester Church during the April
9 graduation ceremony, as each

intern received a plaque from Navy Capt. Richard Becker, commander,
USNH Okinawa, and big applause from the more than 100 friends, family
members and USNH officials gathered there.

1

Takashi Shiga receives a USNH Japanese National PhysicianTraining Program
certificate of completion from Lt. Cmdr. Robin Marshal, program director, during the
graduation ceremony at Lester Church April 9.
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During the ceremony, Dr. Eisei Henzan, Director of the Okinawa 20030 U DO UL O ULDOULOOUMIOLDOUonguogy
Prefecture Chubu General Hospital, congratulated the class of 2003and U U OO0 UO MO OOOOOOOOOOOOO0O0O0O00000
shared his internship experiences in the U. S. He also stressed howimpor- U0 U OOOO0OOO0O0OO0O0O0O00O0OO0O00O0O0OO
tant it is for young doctors to have a chance to goooooooobooboboon
learn clinical medicine in different environ- ooooooooboobieigood
ments. “In serving as the critical link eluououoooooogoood
The JNPTP program began at the USNH between our hospital and the oboo0ooooooooooooooo
on Okinawa in 1991, providing a western-style Japanese hospitals, each of them ooooooooooooooooon
medical internship for six select Japanese doc- has saved lives this year.” gooooboooboooooooon
tors each year. While rotating through various ' obooboboooboboooboooooo
medical and surgical specialties with an em- - goobooooboousnsiooooon
phasis on primary care, interns are provided Lt.Cmdr. Robin MarShal Ooooooboooooooooon
the opportunity to observe and participate in JNPTP Director, ooo
medical practice under the supervision of U. S. Naval Hospital Okinawa 0000000000000000
USNH’s attending physicians. OOo00bOooooboooobooooDog
Along with the interns, the Naval Hospi- OONPTPOOOOOOOOO0O0O00OO0
tal also benefits from the JNPTP program, e snannnn oo n 0000000000 D0000000
according to Lt.Cmdr. Robin Marshall, pro- eNabalaRalzlatalabalzRatzla O0oDO0odoooooooomoon
gram director. Marshall said a couple of the 0000 ooooooooboobobbooooooo
biggest benefits provided by the interns is OoooooOoOooooooo oooooooooooomooon
their ability to assist in the care of Japanese- O0O000JNPTPOOOOOO ooboooooooooooomoo
speaking patients and serve as a liaison with eNaNalalalataialatala oooooooooobooobono
local Japanese hospitals when patients need oooooooooooboogoogn
medical resources unavailable on base. gobooboooobmuoobooon
“Often, after being helpful for many hours goooooooobooooobon
during transfers, these doctors have gone to personally ensure that their OO0 U000 00000000000 000MM 000000
patients received the care they need,” said Marshall. “Inservingastne U0 0000000000000 000000O00O0O00O0
critical link between our hospital and the Japanese hospitals, eachofthem U OO OO0 O0OO0DOOOOO0OOOOOOOON
has saved lives this year,” he added. 00o0000ooOOoooobOoooobobooDoomoog
The program was a “once in a life time experience,” said Takenori U OO O0OO0OO0OOOOOOOOODOOOOO0O0OO00O0O00
Watanabe. “I felt happy meeting the needs and expectations of the USNH. 00000 M O00000000O0O0OO0O0OOO0O0O0OO I
The more challenging a case was, the harder we tried. Itwassuch afulfil- CO00000010000000000
ing year to me.” oooooooooooo
Thanks to a special arrangement ooo0moooomoog
made by his JNPTP supervisor, ooobooboboogog
Watanabe had a chance to go to the oboooooooooomag
U. S. last summer to attend a short ooooooboooooboog
family practice internship at a hos- ooooooboooooog
pital in Washington State. Because ooooooobooooog
of his experiences both at USNH oooOoooboooooog
and in Washington, Watanabe is 00000o0oooooooa
slated to attend a three-year family oboboooboobobood
practice residency at the same Wash- ooooooooob3nood
ington hospital starting this sum- goooboooobooon
mer. gooooooobooo
A lot of graduates from this 000000000 JINPTPO
program go on to attend residency oo0o0ooobooooog
in the United States and come back godoobobomooom o
to the Japanese medical system and oooomoooooom
teach, thereby helping spread their ooboooobooooog
knowledge to the larger medical oooopoooooooo
community, said Marshall. 60d0000ObDOoOOoOoDn
After working closely with each gobooooboboooboo
of the six Japanese interns, Marshall gbooooooooooobg
said he has high opinions of them. ooboooobooooog
“Every single one of them is an out- Obooooooooooo
standing physician,” he said. “Prob- 0o0oooooooomon
ably, the highest compliment | can  Naoto Yokogawa receives a plaque from Capt. Richard Becker, commander, ooooooooooooin
pay them as a physician is that |  USNH Okinawa, upon completion of USNH’s Japanese National Physician U 000000000000
would be honored for themto treat  Training Program. oboboobooboobooog
my family.” 0000000000000000000000000M00000000 Q00000000
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MCAS Futenma, Ginowan
City aid local students
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

When it comes to MCAS Futenma, Col. Richard A. Lueking, the station
commander, and Ginowan City Mayor Yoichi Iha have different interests.
While the colonel works to ensure the smooth, safe day-to-day operations of
the air station, the mayor works to get those same operations relocated.

However, when it comes to assisting the students of Futenma Daini
Elementary School, which borders the air station, the colonel and the mayor
are united in their belief that they should do whatever they can to assist them.

That’s why, when the city became aware of a constant flooding problem
the school was having, city officials talked directly to the air station commander
and asked him to work together with them to provide a solution.

“We knew that it would take too long if the construction was done locally
through the Defense Facilities Administration Agency,” said Hiroshi Higa,
director, Ginowan City Military Base Policy Affairs Dept. “Commander
Lueking, however, acted very quickly after our discussion of the issue at our
quarterly meeting in February.”

According to Futenma Daini Elementary School’s Vice Principal, Harumi
Chinen, the flooding problem started in 1995 when a portion of air station
property was returned to the city for use by the school. The city built a concrete
wall and fence to separate the school from the base but didn’t consider the fact
that the base property was higher than the returned land. As a result, each time
there was a heavy rain, the playground and parts of the school became flooded,
said Chinen.

On Feb 21, just two days after the
city asked the base for assistance, the
Facilities Engineer Division of Ma-
rine Corps Base began work on a
drainage system to solve the prob-
lem. The project was completed
March 27.

“It was really important to fix it
before the rainy season started,” said
Lueking. “We owed it to the children
of the school.”

As the rainy season approached
in mid-April, Principal Susumu
Nakamura, Chinen and several city
officials were invited by the base to
see the new system. “It was such a
great relief,” said Chinen. “Colonel
Lueking’s initiative in cooperation
with Ginowan City officials benefited
the students and staff of Futenma
Daini Elementary School because
they no longer have to worry each
time it rains,” he added.

“Base commander Lueking acted
very quickly,” said Higa, who recently
visited MCAS Futenma and pre-
sented a letter of appreciation signed by Ginowan City Mayor Yoichi lha.
“We're really appreciative of your prompt initiative in responding to our
request, especially because this was concerning the educational environment
for our children,” said Higa as he handed the letter to Lueking.

|
!

(Please see “MCAS Futenma, Ginowan City” on page 5)

(Fromleft) Col. Richard A. Lueking, commander, MCAS Futenma; Elena Takaho,
MCAS Futenma community relations specialist; Hiroshi Higa, director, Ginowan
City Military Base Policy Affairs Dept. and Shigeo Yamauchi, deputy director,
check the new drainage site at MCAS Futenma.
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Brig. Gen. James Flock, Deputy Commander Marine Corps Bases Japan, and Ginowan City Mayor Yoichi Iha signed an
agreement June 21 allowing city emergency vehices humanitarian access to MCAS Futenma.

0000000000000 000OD0000000000000o0DO0oo0Oed210 @ O0DODOoooOoonog
JodDO00oO0DOo000o0DOo0ooOoDOoooOoDOoooOono

Futenma agreement allows local emergency
vehicles access to air station

Story and photo by Cpl. Jennifer L. Brown

Brig. Gen. James Flock, Deputy
Commander Marine Corps Bases Ja-
pan, and Ginowan City Mayor Yoichi
Iha signed an agreement June 21 al-
lowing city emergency vehicles hu-
manitarian access to MCAS Futenma.

The agreement allows Ginowan
City emergency vehicles to travel spe-
cific routes through the air station in-
stead of around it to decrease the city’s
response time to emergencies.

“We believe this agreement will

lead to quicker responses to save lives
because the humanitarian (access) will
reduce transport time for emergency
vehicles,” lha said

“The agreement is also a means
of strengthening the bond between
Okinawans and the U.S. military,
something Futenma is continually
trying to improve,” said 1st Lt. Mat-
thew Beatty, assistant operations of-
ficer for MCAS Futenma’s Provost
Marshal’s Office.

MCAS Futenma is the second
Marine Corps base on Okinawa to
sign a humanitarian access agreement
with alocal municipality. The first such
agreement was signed in 2001 be-
tween Camp Kinser and Urasoe City.
The agreement was renewed for the
third time June 28 by Col. James
Kessler, commander, Camp Kinser,
and Urasoe City Mayor Mitsuo Gima.

Each agreement is effective for a
year.
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(“MCAS Futenma, Ginowan City” continued from page 4)

Futenma Daini Elementary School is a visible reminder that the air station
has a direct impact on the children of Ginowan City because of its location
directly next to the fence line, said Lueking.

In another example of the benefits of joint effort between the base and
the local community, Futenma Daini Elementary School is receiving regular
volunteer English teachers from the base this year.

“Itis a great pleasure to assist the children at the school,” said Lueking. “I
hope that this program will become a long-term effort between MCAS
Futenma and Futenma Daini Elementary School.”

“It is my wish that we maintain this friendly relationship with each other
by working together on a common issue at a time,” said Higa. “If we, as
Ginowan City, continue to do what we can, while keeping a cooperative rela-
tionship with MCAS Futenma and its base commander, our citizens’ feeling
toward base will also be a friendly one.”
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Judo helps Marines’ top cop foster
friendship with local police officers

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

He was the Marine Corps’ top cop on Okinawa for the past three years,
during which time he strove to raise the level of cooperation between Marine
Corps and Japanese law enforcement officials to new heights.

For LtCol. Kevan B. Kvenlog, Provost Marshal, Marine Corps Base Camp
S. D. Butler, it only made sense that the two groups worked hand-in-hand.
“After all,” as he recently told a gathering of Okinawa Police Department
officials, “I don’t consider us Japanese and Americans as much as | do broth-
ers in law enforcement.”

Kvenlog’s efforts to strengthen the professional relationship between the
two law enforcement communities was aided by his love of Judo, an art he
began studying during a tour on Okinawa from 1989 to 1990.

His Okinawan teacher at the time introduced him to the Okinawa Prefec-
ture Police Academy in Ishikawa, where Kvenlog honed his skills and earned
a first-degree black belt in 1990.

When he returned to Okinawa in 2001, he was invited to participate in early
morning practices with officers at Okinawa Police Department. Throughout
most of his last three years here, Kvenlog joined OPD for an early-morning
judo practice once aweek. He attended his last practice with them June 17.

After the 60-minute-long farewell session, Kvenlog thanked his fellow
officers and Judo practitioners and shook hands with each of them.

“It’s been a great honor for me to spend time practicing Judo here at
OPD,” said Kvenlog. “I have been very grateful for your hospitality every time
I come here. The past three years have been the best cultural experience for me
and my family.”

Akihiko Chibana, OPD foreign cases inves-
tigator, said officers initially felt ““strange” about
a foreigner joining their Judo practices. How-
ever, as Kvenlog became a regular face in prac-
tice, their feeling changed to “friendly.”

“Besides seeing each other at official func-
tions, sweating together in Judo practice helps
build mutual trust and make us feel closer,”
said Chibana.

Through practice with Japanese police offic-
ers, Judo became more than a sport to develop
mental and physical strength, according to
Kvenlog. “It became a common language of
friendship that enabled us to transcend cultural
and language differences,” he said. “Thanks to
Judo, I have been able to develop new friend-
ships as well as build upon old ones in the past
three years here.”

With help from OPD, he was also able to
earn a second-degree black beltin April. Addi-
tionally, OPD officers helped him coach Ameri-
can children, including his two sons.

“Getting my boys excited about judo was
one of my goals here on Okinawa,” said
Kvenlog. “OPD helped me achieve that goal.”

“Martial arts such as Judo play an indis-
pensable role in building physical and mental

(Please see “Judo” onpage7) UOOOO

Akihiko Chibana, foreign cases investigator, Okinawa Police
Department, and LtCol. Kevan B. Kvenlog, Provost Marshal,
Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler, relax on a break
during the June 17 morning practice at the OPD.
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Senior citizens visit old neigh-
borhood on Camp Kinser
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Though it had been three score years since Haru Miyagi and Tsuru Yoza,
both 90, collected sea life at the beach of what is now Camp Kinser, their
memories of that time were as fresh as ever when they visited the base as part
of a senior citizens’ activity May 13.

Many of the visiting 24 seniors, all of whom were at least 80-years-old,
were born and raised in the old Gusukuma District, which is now Camp
Kinser, and hadn’t seen the area since the 1945 Battle of Okinawa. Seeing it
again after such a long period of time triggered many childhood memories,
according to Tsuruko Ogimi, president, Gusukuma Volunteer Promotion
Association, a residents’ group that aims to provide assistance for the district’s
senior citizens.

According to Ogimi, it was the

second time GVPA sponsored a one-
day visit to Kinser. The first time was
in 2001. In response to requests from
many senior citizens, the GVPA
planned the second tour and submit-
ted a request for base entry, which was
arranged by officials of the camp and
Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. But-
ler.

“l used to come to this beach and
collect shrimp, shellfish and sea ur-
chins,” said Miyagi. “We often went
in the water at night using a kerosene
lamp to lure our catch,” added Yoza.
“After that, we went to “Wana-ga,” (a
nearby natural spring) to rinse off the
saltwater.”

While some of the visiting seniors
were born in the Gusukuma district,
others married into families there.
“They all have strong attachments to
this area,” said Ogimi, “and are all
very happy and excited to see their old neighborhood again.”

The seniors provide information about the old Gusukuma District and
its people, which is valuable for us, said Sachiko Matayoshi, Urasoe Ciy assem-
bly member and GVPA vice president. “After all these years, their memories
are surprisingly good,” she added. “I learned a lot from them about the
original Gusukuma area and how our parents and grandparents’ generations
lived.”

While some of the 37 accompanying caregivers toured parts of the base,
the senior citizens enjoyed a cookout and sang songs as Tetsuya Inae, chairper-
son, Gusukuma Residents Association, played the sanshin, a three-stringed
local instrument similar to a guitar. “All of us are having a great time,” said
Inae. “We really appreciate that the base understood our request and allowed
us to help fulfill our seniors’ wish.”
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(“Judo” continued from page 6)

strength and courage for all Japanese police officers,” said OPD Deputy Chief
Yoshio Oya. “Being in the same profession, | think Colonel Kvenlog as PMO
commander demonstrated an excellent example through his dedication to
developing that strength and courage.”
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; Camp Spotlight

Camp Kinser: Military’s dis-
tribution hub fosters good-
will with local communities
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa
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Photo by Cpl. Jennifer L. Brown
(Left) Urasoe Mayor Mitsuo Gima shakes hands with Col. James A. Kessler, commander, Camp Kinser, prior to the third
renewal of the Limited Humanitarian Access Agreement between Urasoe City and Camp Kinser June 28. This agreement

allows the city’s emergency vehicles to access the base.
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Lodated along the western coastline of Urasoe City, Camp Kinser is the southern-
most Marine Corps camp on Okinawa.

Originally built as an Army logistics base and known as Makiminato Service Area,
in 1978 it was put under the management of the Marine Corps. Later the name was
changed to Camp Kinser, in honor of Sgt. Elbert L. Kinser who received a posthu-
mous Medal of Honor for actions during the Battle of Okinawa in WWIL.

Asaforward logistics base, the camp is home to the headquarters of the 3rd Force
Service Support Group (3rd FSSG), which provides sustained combat service to the
111 Marine Expeditionary Force in the form of maintenance, supply, engineering and
medical support.

Situated just five kilometers north of Naha Military Port and 15 km south of
Kadena Air Base, Camp Kinser is also a distribution hub for many Marine Corps and
Department of Defense activities on Okinawa.

The base hosts the Marine Corps Base Postal Distribution Center, Army and Air
Force Exchange Service (AAFES) Distribution Center, and Defense Commissary
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Agency Distribution Center. It also provides employment for approximately 1200 0O 000 000000000000 O00OO0O0OO0O0OO0
oooooooooooooon

Japanese workers.

Additionally, Camp Kinser provides office buildings and housing for 5,200
service members, civilians and their families who work and live on the base.

While supporting military communities throughout Okinawa, Camp Kinser

also strives to maintain a strong relationship with Urasoe
City.

Camp Kinser and Urasoe City residents foster friend-
ship by inviting each other to numerous events and activities
held on and off base, including the annual Camp Kinser
Summer Fest, Kinser Half Marathon, Tedako Walk and
Tedako Matsuri.

As productive members of communities in Urasoe City,
Camp Kinser’s service members, civilians and their families
regularly volunteer at local schools to help teach children En-
glish, visit hospitals, assist with local cleanups and other
activities.

In 2001, Camp Kinser became the first U. S. military base
in Japan to sign a humanitarian access agreement with a local
community, thereby cutting the response time for emer-
gencyvehicles.

Additionally, military and community leaders often meet
to discuss issues affecting the two communities.

“We have ahealthy relationship that allows for constructive
dialogue between friends,” said Col. James A. Kessler, com-
mander, Camp Kinser. ““I feel incredibly fortunate to have a
very positive and productive relationship with Urasoe City”

Photo by Cpl. Trevor M. Carlee
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Fa;%nese guests fly around in a space shuttle ride during
the 2003 Camp Kinser Summer Festival. The two-day
evententertained Japanese and American festival goers
with games, food and attractions, including a petting
zoo, children's play area and live music.
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Marines and families join
Henoko residents for
annual sports day
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Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Henoko’s community athletic field was filled with beaming smiles and
sunshine as more than 1,000 people, including local residents and Marines
and their families, gathered for the 31 Henoko Sports Day on May 16.

During the opening ceremony, athletes and flags representing each of
Henoko’s sub-districts, including Camp Schwab, the 11" and newest one,
lined up on the field while torches and flags were brought onto the main
stage as if it were a miniature Olympics.

As is common with sports days everywhere in Japan, events consisted
of a variety of relay races focusing on team effort, including “centipede”
races, obstacle relay races and fam-
ily relay races.

The centipede race proved
quite a challenge for the 12 Ma-
rines who participated in it, as
they stumbled and fell many
times during the event. “It's a
fun event,” said LCpl. Jennifer
Hasenau, Ammunition Com-
pany, 4" Marine Regiment, who
participated in the race with fel-
low Marines from Ammo Com-
pany. “We don't have anything
like it in the states. I think it’s
wonderful being able to come
out and enjoy events with people
in the community, showing
teamwork and camaraderie,” she
added.

The day was also a hit with

ogooooooooooao

military families.

Wanting to interact with
people in the Henoko commu-
nity, Staff Sgt. Marvin E.
Hernandez-Garcia, from Camp
Schwab’s 3" Recon Battalion,
took his wife, two daughters and
son to a community event for the first time. The Hernandez-Garcia family
took part in a family race and several other events. “My family is loving it,
getting out of the house joining the people in the community in such a
happy and fun atmosphere,” he said.

Otbher first-time participants included students, teachers and families of
the new National College of Technology in Henoko. Kenji Mochizuki, a
teacher at NCT, has been living in Henoko since the school opened this
spring. “I'm happy to be a part of the community here along with the
Marines from Schwab today,” he said. “People in Henoko see everyone in
the community as their own children and treat us like their real family. This
makes me feel at home.”

“One of my goals as the camp commander of Camp Schwab is that all
Marines be active members of the community,” said Col. Drew A. Bennett.
“This has been a great day. I look forward to further activities such as this
that give us an opportunity to come together and enjoy each other’s com-

pany.”

Competitors from Camp Schwab and the National College of Technology begin the
first leg of an 800-meter relay race during Henoko’s 31st Annual Sports Day.
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Photo by Kaori Tanahara Photo by Cpl. Ryan D. Libbert

Staff Sgt. Marvin E. Hernandez-Garcia, 3rd Recon. Bn. Col. DrewA. Bennett, Camp Shwab commander, hands out bags of snacks to a local child
and his son Marvin, 2, participate in the Family Relay Race. in the Candy Give-Away Race during the annual Henoko Sports Day.
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Ateam representing Ammunition Company, 4" Marine Regiment, one of two Camp Schwab teams participating in the Centipede Race, makes a turn as the
team representing Henoko’s 9th sub-district tries to catch up with the Marines.
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Marines, Japanese Self De-
fense Forces promote peace
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To promote peace and honor those who died during the Battle of Okinawa,
about 100 Marines joined nearly 1,000 volunteers from the Japanese Self
Defense Forces at the Okinawa Peace Prayer Park on June 5 to clean the
Cornerstone of Peace memorial and hold a service at the National Cemetery.

The JSDF started the cleanup 10 years ago as a collective community
service effort by Ground, Air, and Maritime Forces stationed here, according
to Warrant Officer Takeru Suwa, Japanese Ground Self Defense Force liaison
officer to 111 Marine Expeditionary Force/Marine Corps Base S. D. Butler.
With Suwa’s help, the Marine Corps joined the effort last year. The purpose of
the cleanup was to prepare for the annual June 23 Okinawa Memorial Day
services held at the Peace Prayer Park.

“It was very nice that [the Cornerstone of Peace memorial] includes every-
one, not just people of a certain nationality or religion,” said Cpl. Joseph S.
Barrow, VMGR-152, 1st MAW, who participated in the cleanup for the second
time. “I think that helps promote peace and harmony among us.”

After the cleanup, Marines joined JSDF members and their families for a
ceremony at the National Cemetery, which is located within the park.

“We offer flowers to console the spirits of the Japanese nationals who
died during the war,” said Suwa. “It was meaningful that the Marines partici-
pated in the ceremony this year for the first time, offering not only flowers to
the Japanese war dead but also prayers for world peace.”

“The whole day was a very moving and educational experience,” said
Staff Sgt. Melissa C. Magallanes, Marine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler supply
office. Magallanes said she learned about the history of Okinawa and what
people of Okinawa went through during the battle while touring the Peace
Memorial Museum after the cleanup and ceremony.

“(1 have) a greater appreciation for Okinawa and the value of life after this
visit,” she said.

“It's wonderful that more people from the Japanese Self Defense Forces
and Marine Corps participate in the cleanup every year and hold a ceremony to
pay tribute to the war-dead,” said Kenji Uehara, director, Association for the
Okinawa War-Dead Memorial Services, a trustee for management of numer-
ous war memorials in the park. “If the circle of people continues to grow in
the spirit of peace by keeping up this effort, it will be even more wonderful.”
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Marines join members of the Japanese Self Defense Forces and their families for a flower-offering ceremony at the National Cemetery in Peace Prayer Park June 5.
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Tokyo high school students and
teachers visit MCAS Futenma
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Nearly 300 Tokyo high school students and their teachers got a firsthand
look at MCAS Futenma during an afternoon visit June 17.

The 278 11™ grade students and their 17 teachers from Shiba High School
visited the air station as part of an annual week-long school trip. Though the
school has been making trips to Okinawa for more than 10 years, this was the
first time a military base was included in their agenda.

“American military bases are a major part of Okinawa,” said Vice Principal
Toshihiko Kasuga. “So we thought it was necessary to see and learn about
them from within. We feel very fortunate that our request was granted by the
Marine Corps.”

“This is the largest group I've ever had visit,” said Colonel Richad A.
Lueking, who has served as MCAS Futenma commander since 2001. “It’s also
the youngest. We've had many university student groups, but this is the first
high school group I've had.”

Kasuga said that the firsthand experience gained during the base tour will
help enhance students’ interest and understanding of local concerns associ-
ated with the air station such as noise and safety issues, as well as the relation-
ship between Japan and the U.S.

The tour began with a briefing at the base theater. After learning about the
air station’s roles and missions, the students and teachers got on six busses for
awindshield tour of the base, giving them a chance to see some of the facilities
shown during the briefing,

The highlight of the tour was a static display of four aircraft, which was
specially arranged for the school by Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler, the
air station and tenants aboard MCAS Futenma.

As students arrived at the display site, they raced to take a closer look at the
aircraft. Soon after, each of the aircraft and attending Marines and Sailors were
surrounded by throngs of curi-
ous youngsters holding up the lat-
est model cell phone to take a bet-
ter picture than anyone else in the
class.

“It's awesome that we can ac-
tually see these aircraft inside and
out,” said Tatsuya Suzuki, a stu-
dent who says he has always been
interested in fighter airplanes and
hopes to see a real one someday.

Suzuki said his view on Ma-
rines changed after interacting with
them during the tour. “Marines
at first looked very intimidating
because of their appearance. But
after seeing their big smiles when
talking to us, I now have a good
impression of them.”

Vice Principal Kasuga said the
visit to Futenma was a great expe-
rience for his students. “\We're re-
ally grateful for the kind arrange-
ment and hospitality that Colo-
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nel Lueking and other Marine
Corps officials showed us today,”
he said.

Holding fists in the air, students of Tokyo’s Shiba High School take a picture with
Marines during the school’s tour of MCAS Futenma on June 17.
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Marines, students help keep
local beaches clean
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To help raise student awareness of the importance of keeping the envi-
ronment clean, Camp Foster Marines joined with Zukeran and
Kitanakugusku Elementary Schools to clean up beaches near the Okinawa
Prefecture Comprehensive Park in Okinawa City on Earth Day, April 24.

More than 70 volunteers including parents of the students participated
in the morning cleanup, which was sponsored by Camp Foster.

“Involving elementary school children helps educate them about the
importance of keeping the environment clean and instills good values at an
early age,” said Col. Glenn L. Wagner, commander, Camps Foster and
Lester. “We want to show in action, not just words, that the military
community cares about the environment,” he added.

After planning the event, base officials contacted Kitanakagusuku El-
ementary School and discovered that its basketball club is actively involved
in environmental activities in the local area. The club quickly accepted an
invitation to participate.

“We thought it would be a really good opportunity for students to
interact with American children while doing something for our environ-
ment,” said Takashi Arakaki, basketball club supervisor, Kitanakagusuku
Elementary School.

Marine Corps environmental officials visited Kitanakagusuku and
Zukeran Elementary schools prior to the day of the cleanup to talk with
students about pollution and its impact on marine life and human society.

During the cleanup, students filled bags with debris they picked up on
the beach, while adults helped students collect large items and properly
separate the trash.

Collected items ranged from tires to plastic bottles to fishing nets,
according to Kahoru Takushi, Environmen-

tal Branch, Marine Corps Base Camp S.D.
Butler.

“Today, you have not only cleaned the
beach, but also saved marine creatures,”
Takushi told students after the cleanup.

Participating in the Earth Day cleanup
opened students’ eyes and raised their in-
terest in the environment.

Shuta Ito, 4" grader, Kitanakagusuku EI-
ementary School, said that he was over-
whelmed by the volume and variety of trash
collected, while Ron Nagy, 5th grader,
Zukeran Elementary School, said that ev-
eryday should be Earth Day because of what
it does for the environment.

After the cleanup, Katsuyoshi Ishikawa,
principal, Kitanakagusuku Elementary
School, thanked the participants and said,
“So many people participated in today’s
beach cleanup in the local community. I'm
proud of the work you've done.”

Wagner also expressed his appreciation
to the participants. “Many people talk about
how important the environment is to them
and their concern. But only few special
people come out and clean up on Saturday
in their free time. | thank you for taking
that time. You're special.”

Momoko Yodqi, 4th grader, Kitanakagu
and Emily Lande, 2nd grader, Zukeran Elementary School,
collect trash at an Okinawa City beach as a part of a Marine
Corps sponsored Earth Day project April 24 .
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Hama JHS welcomes new
students, 9" ESB
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

With a goal of fostering friendship, Hama Junior High School began a
unique international exchange program this year with support from Ma-
rines and Sailors of the 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3rd Force Service
Support Group.

Hama JHS is the only school on Okinawa that has a regularly-scheduled
international exchange program throughout the year, according to its prin-
cipal, Seiyu Oshiro.

The program consists of ten exchange events, according to Oshiro,
including conversational English classes, a dragon boat race, a traditional
Muchi (rice cakes) making ceremony, and community clean ups. The school
and the unit planned the program together after a “Thanksgiving Day”
exchange last year, when the two groups first became acquainted while
sharing the taste of a traditional American Thanksgiving dinner.

Oshiro said the Marines and Sailors help him fulfill the vision he had

for teaching the students English. —
“The main goal for students, TR 1
teachers and staff this year is to
have opportunities to be exposed
to ‘real English,”” said Oshiro.

The program kicked off with
“Welcome New Student Basket-
ball Games” held at Hama JHS
on April 27. During the games’
opening ceremonies, Ryota Kinjo,
8" grader, and principal Oshiro
welcomed the new students and
the Marines and Sailors. Then, in-
coming students, Shingo
Hadama, made a pledge for fair
play and fun on behalf of his class
and the service members.

“This is the beginning of the
school year and was part of their
sports day kick off,” said Lt. Steven
T. Orren, 9" ESB chaplain. “I think
this is a great way for us ... to re-
lax, have fun, relate to one another,
and talk.”

With Hama students, teachers and staff and service members equally
divided amongst four combined teams, the games were close, with only
one or two baskets determining the winner each time.

Dripping with sweat and exhausted from sprinting up and down the
court, Oshiro said the students seemed to have a great time playing basket-
ball with the Marines

“I think they enjoyed today’s event very much,” he said “We have a
small number of students and often times they’re very shy, but with help
from the Marines, they were talkative and enjoyed themselves.”

“Having a cultural exchange is always good and educational,” said Lt. Sir
Cook, 9" ESB, S-6 Communications Officer. “My favorite part of being in
Okinawa is interacting with Okinawan people and learning about their
culture,” he added. “Okinawans seem very shy. However, they are the most
helpful people on the planet. If you take one step toward them, they take
two steps toward you.”

Takeshi Yamauchi, an English teacher who had no prior interactive
experience with Marines, said that he enjoyed the event very much. “I was
very surprised when | heard about this program,” said Yamauchi. “But
I'm so glad it went well. The Marines have a sincere attitude toward this
program. | want to make the relationship even better every time we meet.”
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9th ESB and Hama Junior High School kicked off this year's intemational exchange
program with a basketball tournament held at HamaJHS April 27.
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I’'ve heard that the Marines Corps has “core values.” What are they, and why are they so important to the Marines?
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A pocket-sized card is designed as a reminder of
the “core values.”
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The back of the “core values” card gives general
guidance for Marines.
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OO000d((lchino Kuba) 637-1886
O0000O0O(Elena Takaho) 636-2022
0000 (Hiroko Tomimura) 645-7766
0000 (Ichiro Umehara) 622-9561
00000 (Chiyoko Kochi) 623-4509
0000 (Funio 1ha) 625-2544

643-7294

Kubal @3FSSG.USMC.MIL
TakahoE.CI1V.JP@futenma.usmc.mil
Tomimurah. ja@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
Umeharai . ja@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
KochiC@iiimef.usmc.mil
lhaF@3DIV.USMC.MIL
TajimaK@okilO.med.navy.mil
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TherSarg%%erQ“OkinaWa”issogoodcompared gg%DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEDDDU oooooooooooobooooood
to all the other publications issued by the U. S. military O0oooooboDoOmooCocoOooooo
in Japan is because it tells so many good stories about poonnoooooooooooooon Hello.

the Marine Corps and is comprehensible to readers like
me who do not read English very well. I continue to
look forward to more amazingly good stories and pic-
tures, event information and announcements. Keep
up the good work, please. Semper Fi, USMC! (Kazumi
Mukaida, Yokohama City)
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0000 901-2300

My name is Kazufumi Kinjo. | opened a dental
clinic in Kainan, Naha City in 1959.

When Okinawa was under U. S. Administration, |
met with U. S. military dentists at our monthly meet-
ings (called the U. S. - Ryukyu Academic Society),
where we shared joyous times, holding academic lec-
tures and research presentations.

| sometimes traveled to Camp Foster to help the

D0ddddddooooooooooo 0000000000000 BLDG.No.1 CPAQ miIitaryd.e.ntists at the de'ntal dispensary. Since.there
000000000 000DOo00ooOoon Oo00 0oo wasnomllltaryort_hodontlsttherebackthen,Itrledto
000o0oooooooooooooon the best of my ability to help them.
000000000000 DoOoooooon 1 also have very fond memories of the times when
Doo0o00O0O0O0OOOcoOocooooogo | 0000000098-892-5111 I flew on a helicopter from MCAS Futenma to pro-
0000000000000 O0O0O00O0OO0 0o00) 645-0787 (FAX) 645-3803 vide dental examinations to the residents on Izena and
O0000oooooooooooooood lheya islands. These trips were made possible thanks
0000000 ooooooOooooOon to cooperation from the military doctors.
0000000 O0DOO0DOO0bOOoOooooan oo 1 also receive each edition of “Okina Wa” maga-
do0o0oo0oooooooboooboooooa 0019590000 000000000000  zine which I enjoy reading while studying English. I'd
dddddoo0ooooooooooooo ogoooood like to express my gratitude to you, the Okina Wa
ddddddoooooooooooooono O00000D00000000000O000  editor.
ooonooo 0000000000 oOoooooooon I sincerely hope that the circle of the U.S. and

Hello. | received a copy of “OkinaWa”when| O000000000000000O00O0O0O00O  Okinawa will continue to grow.
went to the Futenma Flightline Fairand readitforthe OO0 0000000000000 O0O0OO Before I put down my pen, | wish Ms. Tanahara
first time. | was most attracted to the “IcharibaChode” OO0 00O OO good health and success from the bottom of my heart.
page. | was glad to know that there are clubs formed 0000DMO0D000000000000  (Kazufumi Kinjo, Naha City)
by Marines and Okinawans. I've beenlivinginOkinawa O OOO0O0OO0O0OOCOOOOOCOODOO
for two years, but | haven't had any opportunityyetto OO0 OO0O0OO0O0O0O0O0OOOOOOOODO0O O00O0OO0OD0O0OO0Ooooo
contact people on base. I've been looking forinforma- OO0 00000000000 OCOOOOODO0O
tion about how to do so. It would beawastedoppor- OO0 O0OOO00DOOCOO0DOOOOOODOO ggé’ g SDDDDDDDDDDDDD]DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDBg
tunity if we only pass each other on theroad. Afterall, OOOOOOOO0O 0o0ooooooooooooo
we all live here on Okinawa. I'd really like to partici- 00Do0oOo00ooOoooooooooon Th : : .

) ank you for taking the time to read Okina Wa.
pate in some club activities myself. l also look forward O O0O0O00000O0OOO0OOOOOOCOOOO Your comments, suggestions and feedback will
to the next edition of “Okina Wa.” (Eriko Kohagura, OO0 000000000 OOOOOOODOO help usimprovell
Urasoe City) dddddo0o0ooooooooooooo '
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa/subscribe and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the website. The publication can

be viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the

web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan community

leaders, educators and concerned organizations and persons about

U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The contents
of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or endorsed by, the
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